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Commands of God, and the Common Rights of
Human Nature :” but the Traffick in the Human
Species is deftructive of the one, and contradic-
tory to the other, and therefore is not juftifiable
by any Human Infticution. ‘
The advocates for this traffick finding that
their proceedings are contrary to the ditates of
Humanity, of Morality, and of Religion, and
indefen(ible even under the San&ion of Human
Law, have fhifced their ground, and taken up a
different mode of defence. They fay that nei
ther Religion, Morality, nor Humanity is cen-
cerned in tranfactions with Beings that are not-of
the Human race. This too, is indeed a grie:
vaus error ; for even fuppofing the Negroes to
be Brutes, the benevolent fpirit of religion teach-
es us that a truly righteous man is erciful to
his beaft, and that they are entitled even in this
view to a treatmans far differcnc from that which

;hr.’; recgive at our hands.

be opinion ‘now induftrioufly propagated, far
what xealgm. I am unwilling 0 fay, is that the na-
tive inhabitants of Afyica are not of. the Human
Species ; . that .they are Animals of an inferior
glafs; or if they have any relationthip. to the hu-
man race, ‘they age fome {purioys: hroad, arifing
from fome impure mixture (no.ong:ksows when
or where) and are’fo far debafed as to have loft
all title to Humanity, K That they have no idea
of Givil Governmens, no idea of Moral difin&ions,
nQ idea of Religion, no idea of @ Ged, ar a fusure
flate of exiftence, . Thefe are bold affertions, and
wnwagrantable opinians, which on examination:
will not be foun agreeable to Truth, They are
equally contrary to' found' fenfc, to true philofo-
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th, and to hiftorical fa&t. Nor indeed would
be worth while to refute thet, were they not
taken up and mainrained in a dogmatlzmg man-
‘ner, by fome perfons whofe pofitions and decla-
rations, notwithftanding their falfehood, will
have an extenfive, and pernicious influence ®.

When men of high rank and efteem, men of
‘liberal education, of fine Aaarts, and great erudi-
-tion, men regularly trained in the ftudy of Law,
and Politics, whofe opinions and judgment in
difficulé- matters of State have been anxioufly re-
?ue&cd and much depended upon—when men
o qualified, are neverthelefs fo ﬁrcjudlccd and
fo hardened: in heart, as with unbecoming vche-
mence- to maintain and fpread thefe falfe and hu-
miliating -opinions of their ‘Natural Brethren:
what but the worft of bad confequences muft fol-
low ? "a’continuance of the moft deteftable of all
'crrme the trafﬁck in Human Blood.

sfl begin then with the firft of thefe favou-

nte do&ﬂnes, that which ftates the Negrocs to
be a fpurious brood- arifing from fome impure
‘mixture ; which, we are given to underftand,
¢ may be! prefnmcd from the concupifcence ex-
refled by the Males of an inferior race of ani-
‘mals for Conne&ion with the Black Women.”

The inftances of unnatural concupifcence either
amongf{' the N'cgrocs thcmfelvcs, or- ft‘o-n other

l know that th adqoatesfor Sla have
td Joft mgn m form given thcir omns té
Jit: mn,i atgiful do:it’; ‘blit-this X
MY %" i this unwor-
vm t only be rel‘cnt at debates .o fort,
&Jb wup ppy ‘effed =in leucgldeas
n.of n,?owe fuperior ‘to ‘the Pre-
qeptq on, ;nd l%;q;tcyo umamty

Ai X animals,
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animals, if urged as proofs that Negroes are not
of the Human race, feem to me indeed very in-
conclufive. Lert us fuppofe, for argument fake,
that the fpecies of Ape, called the Ourang Outang,
'may have fhewn an appetite, or even (as is af-
ferted) a preference for the Black Women over
the females of his own fpecies ; does it therefore
follow that the Black Women are not of the Hu-
man race ? This is but loofe reafoning. Does pct
hiftory inform us that this animal has fometimes
made lafcivious attempts upon Women of a white
complexion? Are they alfo to be.degraded from
the dignity of Human Nature becaufe One of
the Brute Creation is unnaturally lalcivious 2 Or
if it fhauld be urged that either Negroe Men ar
Women have at any time fhewn a fimilar impu-
rity of Appetite, is any one in_this. ¢nlightened
age fo uninformed as to fuppofe that from any
unnatural mixture a third clafs of Bcings can be
produced that fhall be prolific? But the Negroes
are prolific; they are thercfore not defcended
from an impure connetion, but ftand regularly
in the place that God has been pleafed to allot
them in the fcale of created Beings, namely, in
the rank of Men. - R
Unnatural lufts, wherefoever they exift, though
for a time they counterat, and in fome degree
difturb the order of Creation, yet they cannot
fubvert it, or make one Kind break in" upon
another. Thefe infamous fenfualities prove in.
deed a great degree of Moral Depravity,. which
has even from the earlieft times tnfatuated man-
kind. The hiftory of Lot,.and the deftruction
of Sodom is a dreadful example of its prevalence
in that diftant age. Mofes alfo (Lev. xviii.) has
, Cos given’
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given particular prohibitions againft the enor-
mities arifing from this depravity, and tells: the
Ifraelites: that all the enumerated ¢ abominations
have the men of the Land done, who were before you,
and the Land is defiled”™ The authors generally
denominated the Profane, -both in profe and poe-
try give ample teftimony of the fame wretched
depravity in every age, St. Paul, addrefling
himfelf to the people of the firft empire in the
world, then in a ftate of high refinement, makes
the fame charge againft them. Our laws make
thefe offences capital, which fuppofes their exif-
tences and in laft century one even of Epif-
copal order (Atherton) was brought to an igno-
minious death for the commiffion of a crime
zainft nature. : '

. This moral depravity then hath held its unna-
tural dominion over men in every age, and in
every part of the world; and yet, as far as we
are abﬁ: to judge, the order, and regularity of
Nature continues as it was from the beginning.
From hence I conclude that no irregularity of
men can introduce an irregularity into the works
of God: that they cannot introduce any perma-
nent race of anima{s that was not created by him:’
that God hath given to every Kind of Beings
bounds which' cannot be paflfed. Sorss indeed
may intermix, and produce new Sorts ; but Kinds
will be for ever kept diftinét. And this is a law
which fubfifts even in the vegetable as well-as the
animal world; otherwife the order of creation
mighe foon be thrown into confufion. A total
chaos would enfue; that would require a new
Creation. Negroes therefore, being able to pro-
duce their offspring, are not a ipurious brood

A3 ‘ from
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from any unnatural mixtue, but are of the race
of Men originally created by God. And as hlack
men conne@ted with white women, and black
women connected with white men produce off-
fpring, which offspring refpetively is proli-
fic, 1 therefore maintain that Black and White
men, though different in Sort are the fame in
Kind, and confequently that Negroes are Men .
“But too much of this aiready ; common dclicacy,
and common modefty forbid any farther attention
to fo prepofterous a topic. . :

Having here made ufe of the terms. Kind and
Sort, with fome deviation from logical precifion;
1 muft offer a fhort explanation of my meaning,
by way of apology. I have confidered Man as a
Kind, ufing Kind as the Generic term, and Black,
White, &c. as the different Sorss, or Species of
Men. - This I confefs is not ftrictly according to
rule, becaufe in the divifion of Being, Animal is
the Generic term, and Man, Beaf, &c. is only
@ Species of that Genus. But as that One term,
which may with truth be afferted of Masy, that
which, as Logicians expreis it, is Unumaptam pre-
dicari de multis, may with fome degree of propriety
be called a Genus, or Kind, and as the term Masn
may with truth be afferted of Many, of the white,
the black, the tawny, the olive complexioned,
and the copper, I therefore hope to be pardoned
for the liberty of clafling Man as a Genus, of
Kind, and the differently complexioned individus
als as fo many fpecies or Sorts of men.

But other arguments of a different nature have
been produced in defence of this favourite opi-
niqn, that feem to me not more conclufive than
that alrcady confidered, There are ‘doubtlefs

' many

-
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many circumftances of conftitutional difference
amongft the Individuals of the Human race.
The moft ftriking perhaps is that of Colour.
But as the caufe of this difference is not deter-
mined, as it is ‘¢ acknowledged to be unknown
whether it refides in the reticular membrane be-
tween the fkin and fcarf fkin, or in the {carf fkin
itfelf, whether it proceeds from the colour of the
blood, the colour of the bile, or from that of
fome other fecretion,” it feems to me to be rather
too hafty a ftep, from this circumftance publickly
acknowledged to be ‘as to its nature, its origin,
and its feat unknown, to form a pofitive conclu-
fion of fuch importance as that the Negroes are
not Men. Befides, where are we to draw the
line of diftin&tion ? how are we to determine with

‘precifion whois or is not black ? There are many

gradations in human complexions. And if they
are to be denominated black who are not white,

‘and all who are black are to be ftruck out of the

Human race, we fhall unhumanize at leaft nine
tenths of the inhabitants of this world. .
But farther, how does. it appear what was. the
colour of the firft man and woman? were they
both white, or both black, or one of a light,
and the other of a dark complexion ? If we may -
be permitted to form any -conclufion from the
name of the firft man, we may be induced to
think that he was of a dark complexion; at leaft
that he-was not white, asthe word Adam figdifies
Red, or that which is of the colour of Bleod.
And from the fame authority we may conclude
that Eve was of the fame complexion, as we are
told that in the day that God created Man, Male

and Female created he them, and bleffed them,

A4 and



(8)

and called their name Adam, in the day when they
were created. Gen, v. 1, 2. Be this as it may, it
is probable that either the White men or Negroes
are feminal varieties from the firft man and wo-

man, and thercfore that they equally partake of -

Humanity. In the hiftories of black nations, ex-
cept my memory fails me, I have read that fome-
times a white child has been produced when both
the parents were undoubtedly black ; and more
than one inftance of this fort is related in Captain
Cook’s Voyages®*. I have alfo heard that a
white woman has been delivered of a black child,
when both the ﬁarcnts were fuppofed to be white,
Thefe feminal varieties amongft individnals are
B;rmittcd, perhaps ordained in every clafs of
ings, but they never B;.oc&d fo far as to pro-
duce any alteration in the Kind to which the
" belong.  The different forts of Dogs are almo
without number, all produced probably from the
Dog, Fox, or Wolf, or fome intermixure of thefe,
~which are of the fame Kind, and are feminal va-
rieties originally derived from one male, and one
female of the fame Sor.. But no connetion of
any of thefe with Cat, or Sheep, will produce a

Third that fhall produce offspring. Not many

years Tince an Animal, which the Author has
feen, was brought into the world from the con-
necion of a Buck with a Cow. The two Kinds
were plainly vifible in the offspring, but this (by
information) never could be made Prolific.

The fame Law holds good with refpect to Ve-

® Mr. Jefferfon, 1 underftand, has given a curious account of
that Anomaly in nature, the White Negroe, of which, inftances

pow and then appear chicfly of the Female Sex.—See Month. |

view, May 1788. See alfo the Hiftory of Waite Negroes. Mod.
s??:l’lié‘vclys;i. ' liftory of White Neroes

getables.
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getables. The feeds of an Apple will produce
Apples, but all perhaps with a confiderable de-
gree of difference from thofe of the original tree,
And by engrafting, and other modes of intermix-
ing the various feminal varieties, Sorts in ap.
pearance quite new may be produced. The fame
may be faid of Peaches, Nuts, &c. But the
feeds of an Apple can nevet be made to produce
a Peach, or Nut. And if by any unnataral mix-
ture of Kinds, a Third Being may be artificially
brought forth, that Third never will become Pro.

* lific.  Kinds then will, according to the appoint.

ment of God, be ever preferved and kept diftin&
from one another.. But from Seminal Varieties
of Individuals, and different intermixtures of
thefe Varicties, we might eafily account for all the
differences we perceive in every particular clafs,
or fort of Being. And if we alfo take into con-
fideration the difference of climate, and its effeits,
with the manner of Education, and many other
local circumftances, we may by the fame mode of
reafoning account for every difference of appear-
ance which we perceive in the' Individuals of the
Human Race, with refpect to Colour, Magni-
tude, Bodily Form, or g/lcntal Ability, from the
Samoyede to the Patagonian, and from the wool-
ly, and, as we contemptuoufly think, ftupid Ne-
gro, to the faireft and moft {prightly European,
The author of thefe imperfect obfervations had

once an opportunity of feeing four generations

defcended from a Negroe married to a white wo-
man: in which the gradations from black to
white, and the change of other charalterittic cir-
cumftances was very vifible, till ac length the
difference of the fourth generation from the white

¢hildren
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children of the country was fcarcely perceptible.
Tc is faid that the Spaniards after three genera-
tions from an intermixture of Spaniard and Pe-
ruvian, conlider the offspring of that conneion
as Spanifh *. : '

It feems to be an impropriety in terms to fpeak
of White Negroes, but fuch perfons there are,
more properly denominated by the Portugueze,
Albinos. Of which we are informed that there
are great numbers in different parts of Africa.
Nor can this variation in complexion be, as hath
fometimes been conje€ured, the effect of difeale,
becaufe they are found at leaft equally robukt, if
not more l{), than the black Natives. And on
this prefumption the Portugueze have fent fome
of them to work in their mines in America, but
find them fo ftrong in mind as well as body, and
fo refolute that they ftarve themfelves to death,
rather than fubmit to Slavery. Thefe Albinos
are all defcended from black parents, but have the’
other particularities of the Negrbo form. There
is therefore very litte ftrefs to be laid upon the
tincture of the fkin as an argument to prove that
the Native Africans are not of the Humas race,
fince the Africans are fometimes found to poffefs
the European Tin¢ture. ’

There was a time when a new and fhocking
fort of the Human Kind might poffibly have
been introduced into the world. Aboue fome
fifty years fince a poor creature was exhibited as
a public fpectacle. His body was covered with

« Upon the fubje& of Colour fee Mr. Clarkfon’s excellent Ef:
fay on the Slav, and Comm. of the Hum. Spec. part 3. ch. g.
&cl:x:ilfo Mod. Un. Hift, of Loango, Congo, and Angola,"
vo ]

morbid
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smorbid excrefcericies that, were thought fomething
“Jike the quills upon the porcupine. It was faid,
A remember, ar dic. time, that this. unfortunate
Man. married, and. had a fon very like to him-
feif ; but whag afterwards became of - eithér fathdr
or fon,. the author never was informed. Thefe
obfervations might be much enlarged and va-
- ried, but thefe:mdy be fufficient to. fhew that we
ought 10 be very cautious how we peremptorily
fronmnce any.one Not of the Humin race mere-
dy: from different circumftances of  external ap-
pcal‘amtc. e L .
~~We were in danger all of us not long fince of
being degraded from: auf natural dignity by a
yery ingenious, a very learned, and a very wor-
thy man, well known in the literary world. It
feems that he .had an acquaintance in the high-
Jands of Scotland, who to the ether members of
the human body had the additidn.of a tail, which
wias imagined to b¢ not unlike that of a Monkey,
This circumftance occafioned a doubt whether
Man might not be of the Monkey race. But
furely this doubt attributad’ rathér too much o

this. presternatural elongation of the Os Coccygis. -

I remember many years fince to have feen in the
Mufzeum- at Oxford, a Horn which grew upon
. the head of a woman. It is very much like that
of a-rani, or that with which Jupiter Ammon is
nérally reprefented. If we fay that Men are
onkies on account of this anomalous tail of 3
Highlander, might -we not with equal juftice fay
on account of this horn that women are of the
race of Rams, or are defcended all from Jdpiter

Ammon? , ‘ .
To thofe who may be influenced by a'rgumentsf
of



( 12 )

‘of this fort I would take the liberty to recom-
mend an attention to the venerable, but now neg-
leted authority of Burgerf{dicius, Crackenthor-
ius, and various other names c1ually melodious.
ere they might find in logical definition what
Man really is; namely, that he is Awimal rifibile,
rotionale, bipes et implume; a rifible, rational,
-two-footed, unfeathered animal : that all animals
who poflefs thefe diftinguifhing qualities are men,
notwithftanding that a praeternatural tail or horn
may occaﬁonﬁ_i?mett};unes ;‘{i‘ttle dﬂc‘mur. f;lxt the
Negroes efs thefe diftinguifhin ities,
thcrefore,pg.c. : . e 6.1 ,
On this point indeed a conceffion is neceflary.
Since their acquaintance with the European deal-
ers in Human blood, it is true that they have
never been known adually to laugh, becaufe
laughter is an exertion expreflive of joy and ha
pinefs. But on Anatomical Inveftigation it wo
appear that they are neverthelefs pofieflfed of . the
fifth pair of Nerves, and the communication. be-
tween the Plexus Nervofus, and the Diaphrag-
matic nerves in equal perfection with the Euro-
r:nn ®. They have therefore the r of
laughter from nature, and fo far as this proof
goes they are Men. Nay, they have in fad, by
our wholefome and neceffary difcipline continually
imprefled upon their countenance the Sardosian
laugh, or that which exprefles the excruciating
agonies of Death refulting from intolerable tor-
wre. I fuppofe farther, that it will be allowed
that they are not feathered, and that they have
two fect, They are pofiefled then of three out

* Thefe have been reprefented by fome Anatomifts as the im-
mediate Qrgang of Laughter, y he £
1)
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of the four Logical particulars that conftitute a-
Man. o '

The reader, it is hoped, will pardon all that
looks like levity in the prccedin% paffages: for
grofs abfurdity cludes the force of regular argu-

‘ment, and feems fitteft to be anfwered by ridicule

or even Satyrical pleafantry. I alfo earneftly en-
treat his indulgence for any afperity of expreffion
into which I may inadvertently have fallen: for
the indignation I feel at fuch inhuman barbarities
may probably have led me beyond the bounds of
ftri& moderation. . L
The remaining article, or their Rationality,
fhall be more ferioufly confidered, after: a few.
words beftowed on fome other Anatomical marks
of difference faid to exift between. thefe unfortu-.
nate creatures, and their European Tormentors.
The Negroes then, it is urged,  have thick
lips, and woolly hair : they have alfo lefs hair on
the face and body than Europeans. . They fecrete
lefs by the Kidneys, and more by the fkin, which
gives them a difagreeable odour.” The difco-
veries relative to .the. Pulmonary ‘Apparatus,
faid by Mr. Jefferfon to have been made by
Mr. Crawford, an ingenious Anatomif¥, refer, T
rehend, to thefe points of Anatomy: but
furcly from thefe circumftances we fhall not be
juftified in concluding that Negroes are not of the

Human Race. But then-¢ they require lefs flee
than Europeans.” A Black, it is faid, after hard
labour through the day, will be induced by the

flighte®t amufement to fit up till midnight, thoug
he.muft return to his fevere labours with the dawn
of the morning. Poor Creature! and muft this
sircumftance, which fhews his refignation, his
‘ ~ humility,



( 4 )

Kumility, hispatience, his'contentment undér his
unmerited and cruel fate, muft this be a reafon for
degrading him from his rank in the creation? It
is acknowledged that the Negroes, are at leaft as
brave, and more adventurous than the white
men. They are, it is faid, more ardent dfter
their females, but that Love feems with them to
drife more from Appetite than Sentiment. Alas!
where fhould they learn that delicacy of Senti-
ment which is to be found only in refined and
polithed Socicty ? And if all who are void- of
thefc delicate fentiments are to be degraded from
the rank of men, I fear that even in refined and
polifhed Society the argument would have 2 more
extenfive operation than they who make ufe of it
would wifh. ¢ Comparing the Negroes, it is
faid, with Europeans, by their faculties of Me-
mory, Reafon " add Irragination, it appears that
in Memory ‘they are equal to the Whités: in
reafon much inferior, as tcarce any could be found
capableof tracing and comprehending the Invefti-
gations of Euclid.” Buteven in thisland of learn-
ed improvement, might we not produce ’many a
moping ruftic, and many a modern fine Gentle-

man who labour under the fame incapacity? -
But they are charged with bcinc%,- «1ous, fen-
fual, given up to meer appetite and paifion, with-
out any check or controul from reafon. Are
they therefore not Men ** Good God ! héw many
are there in the higheft ranks of polifhed fociety
who exceed the loweft Negroes in thefe' endtini-
tes, who to a blind and defperate indulgence of
fenfual appetite, and inordinate paffion,’ withoue
any check or controul from reafon, and evén with
the advantages of a liberal educatioh, ﬁ;]érilﬁic
‘ : calth,
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health, property, independance, family, friends,
Country! We muft not therefore from the low
and irrational gratifications that may be found
amongft the Negroes conclude that they are not
" Men, left we fhould involve undeér that charac-
ter many who now hold the moft diftinguithed
place in polite affemblies. - -
" 1 will now proceed to the proof of their Ra.
tionality, the fourth logical quality that tends to
denominate them Men. This proof I fhall de.
duce from four Topics, their fkill in Mufic,
in Medicine, in Poetry, in° Moral Writing; to
which might indeed be added their fingular inge-
nuity in many mechanical arts; as alfo their
greac {kill in imitating Gold by fome Chymical
rocefs to fuch a degree of Accuracy as frequent-
fy to deceive the European Traders. A few words
will be fufficient on each. = '~ A
They have given then plain demonftration of 2
turn and power for compofition in Mulfic. They
have been found capable of compofing a Catch 3
no mean effort in that delighttul Science, ho.
noured amongft us by the prote®tion of the
Great, and encouraged by annual rewards. They
have alfo various African inftruments of Muficy
one in its conftrution nearly allied to the Guit
tar; another called the Balafo, compofed of feve.
ral pipes of hard wood fet in order, which dimi-
nith by little and little in length, and thus pro-
duce the different notes of the Gamut+. ¢ Their
abilities in mufic are fuch as to have been gene-
rally noticed. They play frequently upon a va-
riety of Inftruments without any other affiftance
than their own ingenuity. They bave tunes of
+ See Gennes Voy. Colle&. vol. viii. p. 954
' their
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their own compofition. Some of thefe have
been imported among.us, are now in ufe, and
are admired for their fprightlinefs and eafe,
though the ungenerous and prejudiced importer
has concealed their original *.”. ‘
Several of thefe inftruments they accompany
with the voice, and produce a delicate and moft
enchanting harmony. In the year 1670 the
French fent fome fhips to Ardrah'under the com-
mand of Commodore D’Elbee. T'wo days after
his arrival, The Prince Royal and The Captain of
Commerce came to the Sea Side .to conduét him
to Court. Different companies of Blacks ap-
proached with drums beating, and colours flying
and various inffruments of Mufick, which in Mi-

. litary Proceffions are alfo attended by Bards who

animate the men by finging the -valorous actions
of their anceftors. The Mafter of Horfe walked
on foot, richly drefled; and bearing on his Shoul-
der the Sword of State. Several Grandees fol-
lowed, and the proceflion was clofed by above
10,000 Blacks. - The Prince was about 30, of a
large ftature, his face handfome, his eyes fine, his
teeth regular and white, his countenance {miling,
and his whole manner agreeable. -He wore an
European: hat, with red and white feathers, a
robe of Taffety, that flowed loofe and. long be-
hind, a broad Taffety Scarf and red Morocca
Slippers. He ordered dinner in the Tent, which
confifted of Beéf, Wild Boar, Goats Fleth, Pul-
lets, and other Fowls with ragouts made of Palm-
oil.. "‘He was ferved on the knee, and fanned all
the while by officers with fcented fans. Water
tor wathing was ferved in Cryftal Cups, with
- ® Clarkfon on $lav. and Comm. p. 119.

' : napkins
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fapkins neatly folded, after the lalt coirfe;
when Palm Wine, Sack, Port, and Claret, were
fer' upon the Table in the. fathion and with all
;:':hc politenefs of the moft refined Luxury uf

urope. . - -

After this the Commodore was introduced with
great formalities to the Ki’n%, who was about fe-
venty, tall and robuft with large and lively cyes s’
penetration and wifdom appeared in' his counte-

ce. He was dreffed very richly in the Perfian

fon, and wore a crown of finely polithed
Ebony. The King propofed to the Commodore
a Vifit to the Prince, who received them in his
~ Andience Chamber, which was fpacious and-
- handfome; and thé floor was covered with a richi

Thus vifit being ended Mon{. D’Elbee fupped,
by invitation wit?i the High Prieft. The fineft
Mats were fpread for Table Cloths on a Turky"
€Carpet. Sattin and Taffety Cuthions were brought
for the Guefts to fit on, while China Plates, with
fine Napkins were ferved round, and the repaft
tonfifted of Ragouts, boiled, and roaftéd meats,

- with divers forts of Wines.

Mufic enlivéned the entertainment, and voices
were heard like thofe of children ac a.diftance,
which cortefponded, like the Echo of the ftronget
voices, -and were accompanied with the ringing of
fmall bells. The Prieft, perceiving the Commo-
dore’s attention, afleed his opinion; who exprefled
his aftonifhment and delight in the finging of
the Children. They are my Wives, the Prieft
replied, who afford you this amufement. It is
not cuftomary to thew our Wives; but to con-
vince yow of the‘E{teeBm I have for your Nation,

k wilt
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1 will give you that fatisfattion if you pleafe. He
then conduted the Company to a high Gallery,
with a window into the. Hall where they: had
fupped. Here were. 70 or 80 women, covered
only with taffety Paans, the upper part of the
body being wholly naked. They fat in rows on
Mats at the ends and fides of the Gallery, undif-
turbed, and unconcerned at the entrance of the
Company, and continued with a modeft and bafh-
ful look to fing, and play with iron rods and
{mall copper bells. So much for their Proficiency
in Mufic. - .

With refpe to a capacity for Medical know-
ledge, it appears that the Province of: Carolina
is under higher obligations to a Negroe. than per-
haps to any other practical Profeflor of that im-
portant Science. It was a Negroe who difcover-
ed a Specific, an Effettual, and a never-failing
Remedy. for the bite of the Rattle Snake. Forthe
difcovery of this beneficial Medicine, this No
man, this brute beaft, this Slave, had his free-
dom purchafed, and a hundred pounds a year
fettled upon bim during his life by the General
Aflembly of Carolina . :

With refpe& to a tlent for Poetry, Phyllis
‘Whately, though not a Poetefs of the firft rank,
has written Poems, all circumftances fairly con-
fidered, that are of great and uncommon merit.
T will eranfcribe a few of her Lines, authenticat-
ed in the fulleft manner, as I find them recorded
in Mr, Clarkfon, not having the volume of her
works by me, : :

+ See Dr. Buchan-on the bite of poifonous Animals,

To
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ToEvening: =
Fill’'d with the praife of him who gives the Light,
And draws the fable curtains of the Night, :
Let placid flumbers footh eéach weary mind

At morn to wake fhore heavenly and refin’d;
So fhall, &c.

~ T'oMorning,
Aurora hail! and all the thoufanddyes
That deck thy. progrefs thro’ the vaulted fkies!
The morn awakes, and wide extends her rays,
On every leaf :the gentle Zephyr plays
Harmonsous lays, &c. - ‘

* As to moral and epiftolary writing, Ignatius
Sancho in his Letters that 'are alrcadilpublithcd,
has done honour to himfelf, and to Human Na-
ture. There are others in Manufcript, yet un-
g:blifhed, which the author of thefe pages has

n, that alfo-have great merit. His Epiftles in
general breathe the pureft-and moft genuine Spi-
rit of Univerfal Benevolence ; and fome of thofe
that are ftill in Manufcript contain moft excellent
inftru&ions to a young Gentleman of the Uni-
verfity for his: litera ,iis moral, and his religious
conduét in the courfe of his education. In thofe
that are publithed we fee even an enthufiaftic
.zeal for the undoubted rights of man, and for
the intereft of true Religion. And this Man,
this rational and moral writer, this able affiftant,
and conduétor of youth in liberal education, this
enthufiatt in the duties of - Univerfal Benevolence
and Evangelical Religion; this exalted Being muft
> be thruft’ down from the ranks of Men, becaufe
B2 ' the

t
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the tin@ure of his fkin is black. Oh! thame,

. fhame!

As | have thus cafually mentioned the article of
Religion, I hope I may gzc})ermitted‘ withour of-
fence to any man or any body of Men, to afk oné
plain queftion, Has the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Chrittian Religion ever made any ¢n-
deavours to convert the African Negroes to Chrif-
tianity ? If they have, on what principles have
they done it? 1s it benkufe thefe: Negroes are-not
of the Human race.? if fo, as far as we ate:ablp
to judge they are not capable of Religious- ideas,
and confequently. are: fet. accountable Agents.
And indeed that they are mos, Men the author has
heard more than one of -that venerable fociety po-
fitively affere, It is bwt loft labour: to-endeaviur
;g teach tlEfc c;ea\ulr‘? t Syﬁem[fe of Mbrd&a:‘}

eligious. Duty for- the. ufe or abu
whiccl,rm:fokmr{'accauﬂ a;::ol{zmmme be given;
if after all, from the inferiarity. of cheir. ftation
amesg -created Beingsy they are ncterly difquali+
fied; and confequently canrnos be expacted toigive

an account of their actions. . Lot
. If on the other -hand this veperable ind.much
refpected fociety have. not made:any endeavours
of this farr, frorh the gronndlefs. prajudioe that
Negroet are not Men,: might: it aof. be: werth
while to make the experiment? fince 4t plainly
appears: from numberlefs: inftances. thay they are
capable of Religious Infiruction. N#y, fince it
is certain from indifputable fac that in.their.own
cauntry, before their knowledge of the Euro.
peans, .they had ideas, and fyftemss of Religion
though very imperfett and erreptdus. Their ace
quaintance with us indecd fo long as the?l:;t
rade
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Trade thall be continued, muft always be an in-
fuperable bar againft their converfion, becaufe
o Chriftianity will naturally be transferred the
horror they muft have againft Chriftians, in
whom they fee nothing but attions of Oppreffion,
and Rapine, Cruelty, and Murther; whofe de.
termined purpofe, and unceafing occupation is,
not to convert the unhappy Natives: to Chrily
tianity, not to give them comfort from.the know-
Jedge of the Dyties, and the rational Expe&ations
of Man, but to dtive them from all comfort, and
. from. their country, and to ig.nd them in a ftate
of miferable flavery into a diftant world, If in-
ftead of this a Civil Commerce were eftablith.
ed amongft them, and ‘a‘fricndlg intercourfe for
the mutual exchange of the Produions and
Commadities of the refpeftive Countries, their
dread of us would foon ceafe, their fears fubfide,
confidence would be reftored, and the pffices of
Kindpefs, and Benevolence take place of Diltryft,
Hatred and Abhorrence. This wou|d gpen 3
way for the introduction of Moral and Religious
Inftru&ion. Their prefent abhorrence of Chrif
tians thep ought not to deter us from the attempe ;
for there js great reafon to hope, (a Civil Com-
merce being once formed) if Miflionarics were
properly fetled among them who would keep
clear of Human Syftems, and avoid all mera-
phyfical fubtleties, teaching with fidelity Evan.
gelical Rcli%;on, and confirming its excellency by
their conduét, that thoufands would be as ready -
to embrace the pure and unadulterated Gofpel as
formerly a chief man of their race, who was an
early and moft illuftrious convert to Chriftianity.
A man of Ethiopia, an eunuch of great au-

B 3 thority



( 22 )

thority under Candace, Queen of the Ethiopians,
who had the charge of all her treafure, had been
to Jerufalem to worfhip, was returning, and fit-
ting in his chariot, read Efaias the (ﬁrophet, Phi-
lip who had joined him faid, Underftandeft thou
what thou readeft? e faid, how can I, except
fome man fhould guide me? then Philip began at
the fame fcripture, and explaining to him the
prophecies of Ifaiah, preached unto him Jefus.
And as they went on ‘their way they came to a
certain ‘water, and the Eunuch faid, See, here is
water,” what doth hinder me to be baptized ?- and
Philip faid, If thou believeft with all thine heart,
thou mayeft. And he anfwered and faid, I be-
Jicve that Jefus Chrift is the Son of God. -

I am willing to hope that this fhort extratt .
from the Acts of the Apoftles, may in fome de-
gree abate the uncharitable prejudice that a Ne-
groe is not capable of moral or religious inftruc-
tion. But if this be not fufficient, let the advo-
cates for- this opinion turn to the Hiftory of the
Metambic Miffion, and the converfion of the re-
nowned and high-minded Zingha, about the mid-
dle of the laft century; which will afford ample
refutation of all thefe idle notions, and may be
feen in the 16th vol. of Mod. Univ. Hift. as” ex-
tratted from the accounts of perfons perfeétly
well acquainted with every circumftance of her

_moft extraordinary. life: from her Confeflors,
from the other Portugueze Fathers, and from the
moft worthy Prefeét of that Miffion.

But here 1 am interrupted ; for now as I am
writing is brought to me a moft elaborate treatife
juft publifhed in defence of the Slave Trade, pre-
“tending to be founded on the authority of Scrip-

v ture,
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ture, and fupported principally by the examples
of Abraham and Jofeph: whofe characters I fee
by the firft glance ‘are drawn in all the higheft
tints' of ‘Declamation. This treatife has been
highly fpoken of, and recommended to me by
fome—eminent Divines—as containing an ua-
anfwerable proof that the Slave Trade is fully
juftified by the authority of Scripture. As this
appears to me to be abfolutely impofiible, I will
endeavour to diveft myfelf of all prejudice and
fe the contents with impartiality.

i Thefe excellent men then, Abraham and Jo-
feph, it is readily acknowledged were perfons of
- exemplary piety and virtue. Yet they were men,
and therefore fubjeét to the infirmities of Man,
We acknowledge but Oze man to be entirely free
from thefe defeéts. As men they were not abfo-
lutely impeccable, and their exalted virtue could
not fané&ify or change the nature of any aions,
if any fuch there were, as were not confiftent with
frict retitude. . : ' _
- It is the province of Declamation to engage the
gaﬁions, to miflead the judgment. I am confi-
ent thit I with not to deprefs the chara&er of
thefe venerable men, or to miflead the reader by
any falfe light of Oratory, even if it were in my
power ; intending only to examine with candour
the argument from the examples of Abraham and
Jofeph, fo far as relates to the fubject of Slavery.
I alfo with with the utmoft fincerity of heart that
all due authority may be given, and all proper
refpet for ever paid to the facred writings. But
at the fame time, Iam very fenfible that the au-
thority of Scripture has frequently been mifap-
plied, and the Letter brought forward in fupport
' B4 ' of
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of thofe praétifes which in reality are eo,ndemg
by the Spirit. o B _ .
" " This 1s evidenty the cafe with refpe@ to the
pampblet which now lies before me; which de-
mands an hour more for the examination of fome
things advanced in it, which appear to me on the
firft flight perufal as being indeed very extraordie
nary and equally incapable of defence. "I am in-
clined to think that the author did not deliberate.
ly intend any perverfion of the fenfe of Scripture,
but was influenced by what feemed to him to bé¢
truth. While at the fame time it muft be faid
there is the ftrongeft appearance that' a favaurite
idea had poffefled his mind, which gave an’ im-
proper bias to his judgment, and led him jnto
any mifreprefentations,  Who Mr. Harris is,
or what may be his fituation, I am entirely igno-
rant: am therefore free from all comity aguini}
him, but 'think his performance on many ac-
counts very reprehenfible. ' R
" “Thefe mifreprefentations of Scriptural Authos
rity are very notorious, and have almoft in ever
age and every country been produétive of fatal
confequences. Falfe ideas of God, and his be-
nevolent difpenfations, falfe ideas of Man, and
his 'Nature, of his duties in this Life, and his ex-
pectations in another, have all been propagared in
the world and fupported under the fhew of Scrip-
tural Authority. o -
~ Under 'this Santion have not many taught as
an unqueftionable Truth, a Do&rine that to ma-
ny others appears as nothing different from a Spe-
cies of Polytheifm? Do not many Chriftians
maintain "the ' Pre-exiftence of Jefus Chrift, his
Equality with the Almighty, and in fhort h}slab-_
N . ‘ [ s N . oo olute
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folute Peity 2 arenox thefe articles in the {trongeft
terms reprobated by otliers ? Have pot many taught
what mdny othets think a great sefletion upon
the diyine jullice, the Imputstion of Moral Guile
" to All men, for the Offfence of One? Has nog
ope fevere fe& of Chriftians maintined that God
Almighty created the greate® part of Men with
the expréfs pn&f:.of condemning them to Eter-

na) Mifery *? not the majority of Chriftians
::}mnmn as an Effential Fruth, to vgich thoufands

.of inpocent livas hawe been facrificed, - that which
others configer, and juftly too, as a natural Im,
poffibility 2 Let it be here dparticularly noticed
that 1 attend not in the leaft degree 1o the Truth
or Falfhood of any of thefe Doétrines, and pro-
duce them only as being contradittory, and yet
that bath the defenders and the fers of thefe
and many other asticles equally fly to Scripture
8 authoricy foe their refpe@ive opinions? But
though 1 with to judge charitably, and endea-
your to think as well as poffible of all men, how
diffierent foever their apinions may be from my
own, 1 hope I maJ copfiftently with candocr fay
that thefe, and -all fimilar contradiftions muft
srife, though pot from defign, yet from fome
miapprehenfion of the Spirit of Scripture, and a
miﬁppliuion of its Authority. 1 verily believe
this sa be the cafe when it is produced in defence
of the Traffick, apd the Slavery of our Feliow-
Creatures, -

But to examine rather more particularly the
force of the argument in favour of the Slave
Traffick as ftanding upon the examples of Abra-
ham and Jofeph. o |
: ® See Brandt's Hilt. of Reform. pafft

T . Abraham
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" -Abraham is acknowledged to be & moft ex-
“cellent chara&ter < exemplary for faith in God,
reliance on his promifes, obedient to his com-
mands, humanity to his fellow creatures, inte-
grity in his dealings, difintereftednefs of  heart,”
(Mr. H.) and for many virtues that diftinguithed
and adorned his charatter.: . s

« Now it is very remarkable (fays Mr. H.)
that amongft the #orks of this man of thele ex-
alted virtues, it is very. remarkable I fay, that
there fhould be found among his’ worlr, the
practice of dealing in human fleth.” p. 14, 15.

The conclufion is that the Pra&ice of Dealing
in Human Flefh is juftifiable, becaufe Abra-

ham, as it is reprefented, dealt in human fleth. .
- But this is not a very candid ftate of. the
cafe. 'Th:‘ga&ice of the age, and the coun- .
try of Abraham, for the performance of the bu-
finefs of agriculture, principally for tending
and taking care of the fheep and cattle, was
either to hire perfons for a term of years, as was
the compa&, foon after the ‘time of Abraham,
between and Jacob, or, as might perhaps
be the more general method, to. purchafe the fer-
vice for Life, cither of the perfons themfelves, or
of thofe, who according to the notions of thofe
days, and to local circumftances, - apprehended
they had aright todifpofe of them. The practice
however was Effentially wrong, whenever it was -
carried into execution without the confent of the
parties immediately concerned, and thus given
up againft their own will to fervicude. But even
it we can for a moment fuppofe it to be righe,

et in refpedt of the modern modg of dealing (as

KA;'. H. juttly terms it) in Humaan Flefh, the cir-

cumftances
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cumftances are of a hature very different indeed 3
infomu¢h ahat the modern praice, and the cuf-
toms of Antiquity will not bear comparifon. For
fo far as we may judge from what authority we
~ really have upon this fubje&, the perfons thus en-
- gaged in fervitude were always treated -with hu-
manity,’ fregucnrly -with refpe@, and-not feldom
have been advanced to dignity and honour. " It is
too well known from modern zproceedin s that the
prefent praiice of ¢ dealing in human fleth” can-
not be juftified either by the principles, or the
practice of this high antiquity, 1 do not know
what conceflions might not be agreed to, if
M. H. could influence a Livcrpoff merchant, a
Guinea man Captain, or a Weft Indian Planter
to make their proceedings always ¢onformable to
the proceedings of Abraham with refpect to his
Bond-fervants, -~ .

But by extending the excellence of Abraham’s
characer to every action of his life, and afferting
all to be now right merely becaufe formerly done
by Abraham, the argument built upon this max-
im might be found to prove too much. If Moral
re&titpde of Condu& is- conftituted by his exam-
ple and praltice, exclufively of all other confi-
derations, and an ation may in thefe opr days
be juftified entirely on this principle, we then may
juftify what according to modern ideas in modern
terms would be called cither Bigamy, or Adultery,
For if Hagar, Sarah’s handmaid, (as fhe is called,
Gen. xvi. 1.) was concubine to Abraham, then,
according to modern ideas, and modern terms,
his conneion with her was Adultery. If during
the life of Sarah fhe was his wife (as fhe is callcd':
V. 3.) then according to modern ideas, and mo-

dern



( =8 )
dern terms, his conne@ion with her wss Bige-
my. And if his example, merely as fuch, is
really a fufficient juftjfication of modem }
in one inflaace, why pot in another ? If it really
be a Juftification of the mwdern Traffick in Huw
man Flefh, why not alfo ef Bigamy or Adulsery ?
the argument is equally conclufive in one cafe 'aa
inthe other ¢ it cither juftifies hoth, or neither,
With refpect 1o the srgument taken fmm the
- example of Jofeph; I apprehend that on examipay
tion it will not be found more conclufive than that
of Abraham, o :
- Jofeph was himfelf fold by the crueley.of his
“brethren to fome Midianite merchants, who alfo
fold him to an officer of the King of Egypt.
This indeed proves that the cuftom of buying and
felling Men was common in thofe daysy but it is
very far from proving either that it was right in
itfelf, thar it could be defended by the Law of
-Common Juftice, or that it was plealing to God,
It might be, it undoubtedly was permitted : bue
many things were J!l:mlttod by God, that caonot
be faid to have had his apprabation,
~ By a courfe of wonderful events Jofeph at
length became the chief Governar in the kingdom
of Egypt, and feems to have had: the principal
direction of all public affairs, .

In the interpretation of Pharaoh’s dream he
faid, God fheweth unto Pharach what he is about
to do, There fhall come feven years of great
plenty, and after them fhall arife feven years of
famine : the famine fhall be very grievous, and
fhall confume the Land. Therefore let Pharaoh
appoint officers over the Land, and gather the
food of thofe gaod years, and lay up corn und;r
( : s the
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the hand of Ph““h; andkeep food in the Chiﬂ,
that the Land perifh not through-the famine.

In this part of the character of Jofeph- we fee a
provident and anxious care to relieve thofg diftrefles
of the people of Egypt, which by a divine and
fupernatural influence he knew they were about
to fuffer. Does this condu¢t bear any refemblance
to that of our modern dealers in Men? -

The famine,h with all its cotx_ic;ougtahnt fc_iil(lh'eﬁ'cs,
according to the prophecy o , fell u
chem. ’%‘herc waspmf bread in a.llpthe land,%'z:
- the famine was very fore; and both the land of
Egypt, and the land of Canaan fainted. :

.. In this grievous diftrefs, Jofeph  fbld to the
people the Corn, which he had laid up in mage-
zines in. convenient: places throughous: the whole
kingdoms which corn was the, Kropcrcys of the
King; and the money for which he fold it h=
brought into Pharaoh’s houfe. It wasnot of
privaee or perfonal advantage to Jofeph. L
this part bear any refemblance to. the condué
modern dealers in Men? -do they forego e
thought of private -advantage, and labour fo
for ‘the real good of thofe who are immedia
and :perfonally concerned in their tranfactions :

When the people had fpent their momey in
~ purchafe of Corn, they brought their Gasth ..

sofeph, and he gave them bread-in ¢xchange for
their Cattle. 'Was-there any Crueley, or any-In-
juftice in this proceeding? Both the Mea and
‘the Cattle muft have inftantly perifhed without
this neceffary relief from Joféph, . The men
not having money purchafed Corn with their Cary,
de, which were become worthlefs to them, be-

gaufe there was nothing left to fuftain them.
Anocther
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Another year paffed over, and their diftrefiés
continued. They apply again to Jofeph, and
fay there is not aught lcf¥, but our bodies and our
lands. Wherefore fhould we die before thme
eyes? Buy us and our land for bread, and we and
our land will be at the fervice of Pharaoh. And
Jofeph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh.
As for the pcofplc he removed them to Cities,
from one end of the borders of Egypt even unto
the other end thereof. L

On this. paffage the following declaration is
made: ¢ Here is a whole nation of free and in-
- dependent Africans, inhabiting the richeft, the
moft populous, the moft civilized part of Africa,
o:;gerhaps any other part of the Globe at that pe-
riod, all made Slaves in one day, by a moft ex-
plicit, deliberate, and formal contraét.” .

On this declaration, which is entirely arbitrary
and groundlefs, I fhall only make one very fhort
obfervation : If it be falfe, it is of no forcey if it
be true, itis guilty of Suicide; it entirely deftroys
itfelf, and the conclufion intended to be.drawn
from it. For if there was this ‘¢ moft explicit,
deliberate, and formal contra&” between the Par-
ties concerned, that is, between Jofeph and the
People of Egypt, then the People of Egypt en-
tered into a State of Servitude with their own
‘confent. But the cafe of the African Negroes is
the very reverfe of this: there is no ¢ explicit,
deliberate, and formal contraét” between the par-
ties concerned : there is no confent on the part of
ithe Negroes ; they are violently forced into Sla-
wery, not only contrary to their confent,. but
‘with all poffible demonftration of terror and ab-
horrence. -To fay the leaft therefore, this argu-
: ment
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ment is nothing to Mr. H’s purpofe ; - but if it
proves.any thing, it proves againft. him. '
The author then ftates, that ¢ Jofeph, at a
moderate computation, purchafed eight millions of
perfons, with all their lands, for.the price of oné
year’s maintenance per head. That he tranfport,
ed them as Slaves from_their native Soil, into a.dif~
tant conntry : by which expediens he deprived them
of every profpe& of ever re-enjoying their refpec-
tive paternal eftates, and the places of their nati-
vity, That it is more than probable, that in the
execution of fo extenfive a plan, as removing fo
many millions of “inhabitants of every age, fex,
condition, rank, infants .at the breaft,. young
children, old and decrepit peaple, infirm and de-
licate, from one end of E;: erd of fo extenfive
a country as Egypt, even unto the other end
thereof, many muit have inevitably perithed in
pafling . through the {corching fands of a coun-
try defolate with famine, and parched up as it
were by an uninterrupted drought of fix confecu-
tive years ; notwithftanding any wife regulations
he might have made to accommodate them,” .
If _Fofcph could .really do all this, as ftated by
Mr. H. if he could unneceflarily drive eight mil-
Yion perfons through thefe burning fands, in which
- many muft inevitably perifh, in. order. to make
Slaves of thofe who fhould furvive their journey,
and with a view alfo by this expedient to deprive
them of every proigpeﬁ of ever revifiting their na~
tive country——if Jofeph. could indeed do all
this——then 1 fay that Jofeph was very well
qualified to be the Captain of a Guinea man, or
an Agent in the modern Slave Trade. But what
if there be not a word of truth in all this doleful
declamatiop ?
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declamadion ? I fhall foriear' 1l remarks upon this
defcription, that I may as fav as poflible: avoid
every thing that cither may give o or: May
appear uncharitable: and:I will proceed to what
1 :‘pprchend to be 8 true:ahd impirtial ftate of che
cafe. . T,

It is acknowledged that' jokph faid unto the
People, behold, I have bought you this day, and
your land for Pharaoh. And they faid, T#ex saf
Sfoved our' Lives; lex us find grace in'the fight of
thy Lotd, and ‘we will be Pharaok’s fervarits.

It is well known by allsiho iare but moderately
acquainted with the Spifit of the Language of
Scripture, that the expreflion of Buying, and Scliing
is frequently ufed in 3 Metaphorical fenfe: and
even the moft High God is faid ro Bay, aod Sek
his creutures. « He buyeth a People, when he
interpofech in their favour,. and emplays all - pro-
- pér mans to free them from - fuffering or any cin

cumftances of wretchedoefs; and to raife them up
te 2 happy and profperous (tace. On the other’
hand, he fells ‘a2’ people, when he withdraws his
favour, fuffers their enemies to prevail, or cala-
mity or ruin o fall upon them *.”

-+ {n this fenfe Samuel tells the people, that when
they forgat'the Lord their God; he fold them into
the hand of Sifera, and into the hand of the Phi-
Jiftines, .and into the hand of the King of Moab.
And they fid, we have firnéd becaufc we have
forfaken the Lord, and.fetved Baalm, but now
deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, and we
will fervethee, ' o

- Fheywere in Scriptuse Language boug/?, when

, “# See ‘Taylor on Rom. ch, ii, p. 7.
' they
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they weré delivered from thefe 4rienies, and ‘ba
cime the Setvants of God. - In'a fenfe noc: very
diffimilar the \People of Fgypt fay, Let Phatach
deliver us froti this: famine, - sup dresdful efiemy,
and we will be Pharaoh’s fervants, R
~«In the fame Metaphorical fefife, God' is faid to
have Bought'the children of sIfracl, ‘wheni he
brought themy from the Slavity of  Egypt, and
pavethem Ingependance; Pofleflions, and Liberiy:
when be raifed them from a ftate of Mifery to'a
ftate of Happinefs. . . AT

- In the fame fenfe 1 apptehéndthat Jofeph fags;
1 -have Bought you: ‘1 have faved your Lives, {
have refcued you from the terrors of perithing
by famine; I have ¢hanged your mifery into’ haps
pinefs. The people undoubtedly underftood him

in this fenfe, for their anfwer was, Thou haft faved
our lives, let us find grace in. thy fight, and we
will be Phardoh’s fervants. > Is there any thing in.
this that bears' the lealt refemblasice.to-the horric
ble circumftances- of the modern Slave Trade? I
am neceflitated to fay.it is-notu fair comparifon, -

*. But Jofeph: remmoved ithe' people to cities from
ofic end of the borders of Egypt, even unto the
other end thereof. ‘And this'is reprefented as if
he drove eight millions of people, with all pofii-
ble exaggeration of cruel circumftances, fix hun-
dred miles, that they might never revifit their ha-
tive country, 'and this too throogh: burning fands
in v.v(l;’igs many maft have inevitably and miferably

1 . - ’ TR . v

p“’l‘ he whole charaéter of Jofeph entirely clears

him from chis-horrible imputation. It is anlin-
veiive 'of the utmoft injuftice upon a man, ac-
cording o Mr. H. him{clf, <“the. moft amiable,

B C perfettly
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perfe&ly finithed, exaltly conformable to the mo-
del of the ftriGeft virtue, and one of the compleat-
eft portraits of Righteoufnefs, and Humwanity, that
has ever been cxhiiitcd to the world in any ftage
of Religion.” D C :
. . The true matter of fact feems to be no more
than this: Egypt was, according: to Mr. H: the
moft populous copaty of Africa, perhaps of any
other part of the ‘Glgbe. Conlequently, being
fingularly fertile, we may fuppofe that there were
cities from one end of the borders-of Egypt, even
untd the other ‘end thereof. * That in thefe cities
J ofegz ereCed his Magazines for the reception of
the Corn to be. Jaid up againft the enfuing times
of diftrefs. For he advifed Pharaoh ta appoint
officers throughout the Land, to gasher the food
of the years, and ta lay up cora under the
band of Pharaoh, and o keep this foed in thefe
cities from ope end of Egypt. t.she other end
thereof, which foed may betor fkdse for the Laad,
againft the .ycdars of famine, that the Land perifh
nat through the. famine.. ;| ;Aecordingly when the
Famine became very grievous in the Jand, when
no:fulkepance of any fort was produced, when the
country furrounding: thefe Cities was abfolutely
parched up, and the people ready to perithe——
then Jofeph dimtched the Inhabitants in the diffe-
rent parts of theCountry, from one end of Egypt,
even to the bther end thereof, to remove them-
felves:and their famiies to the.Cities in their
neighbourhood, where he had laid up provifions,
and food for shéir Tuppore..  : - - - .
- Is it fair then to reprefent this:amiable, and be-
nevolent conduét, as.driving.them fix hundred
.miiles from their: netive . place, through a qoul::try
S ; where
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whert many mtit petith in the burhitig fahds, in
order to make Siaves of the furvivors? -«
_Another.argument for this Slavery of the Egyp-
tians is dedurced from this circumiftance, that Pha-
taoh was pofiefled of all the land of Egypt, and
that the people paid him fome rent or tribute for
it 'What the natureof the conveyance of their
Lands to Pharaoh was; whether abfolute or in the
nature of & Mortgage with the equity of Redemp-
- tion, 1 do not prefume to conjecture. They
held their Lands, { will fuppofe, under Pharaoh;
but whatfoever the nature of the tenure was, it
does not appear to be fuch as includes any idea
of Slavery, in the modern fenfe of that word.
When the time of the Famine was over, and
the land was again in a condition to bring forth
its encreafe, Jofeph faid to the People, Lo! here
is feed for you, and ye fhall fow the land, and it
fhall come to pafs in the encreafe, that ye fhall
give the fifth part unto Pharach, and four parts
fhall be your own. Does a Weft-Indian planter
fay to his Negroe Slave, Give me a fifth part of the
encreafe of the Land, and four parts fhall be
your own? If not, the cafesare not fimilar. 'But
the payment of a fifth part appears to me fo far
from being a proof of fevere flavery, as to be in-
deed a very moderate rent. 1 have heard Far-
mers, in this land of Liberty, fpeak of Three
Rents, one for the Lord, one for the culture of
the Land, and one for the fupport of their fami-
lies, Thefe are terms upon Free Men much
more fevere-than the tenure on which the Egyp-
tians. held . their lands of Pharach. But farcher,
every proprietor of Jand, under our invaluable
conftitution of Political Liberty, pays in one
. C2 v fingle
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fingle tax, exclufively of all other, one fifth pare
of %\is Property, in the Land, or as it is general-
ly called, the King’s Tax. If then the Egyptians
are to be denominated Slaves when they paid no
more than a fifth, what are we ta be called who
-pay much more ? : :
Upon a candid and impartial view of the tranf-

.a&tions between Pharaoh and his people, on ac-
count of the famine, .it does not appear, as Mr.
H, afferts, thag they were all in one day made
Slaves, in the modern fenfe of that word, ¢ by
a moft explicit; deliberate, and formal contraét; ”
and | am very confident that the condué of Jo-
feph, when viewed with impartiality of mind,
will not. give the leaft fan&ion to the prefent moft
abominable prattice of making Slaves. - :

. From the tenor of Mr. H’s preface it would be
-unfair to fuppofe him guilty of wilful mifrepre-
fentation: but from the well known opinions of
thofe Gentlemen with whom-he is conne@ed and
to whom his work is dedicated, who probably,
direttly or indireétly, are all -deeply interefted in
.pr'omoti:g the Traffick in Slaves ; he may have
contratted fome prejudices which have infenfibly
warped his judgment in his reprefentation of
Scriptural paffages relative to this fubje®. And
when the mind has once warmly entertained 2 fa-
vourite idea, it is the eafieft thing in the world to
-adapt paffages of Scripture to the occafion, and
to give them the appearance of proof, and the
reality of conviétion. 1 have not the leaft doubt
but tiiat many worthy Papifts believe the do&rine
of Tranfubftantiation with a fincerity as firm and
zealous as the Proteftants reje& it; and thefe
contradiCtory opinions are derived from their dif-

ferent .
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ferent acceptations of a plain and ﬁm})le Propo-
fiion, This is my Bedy., ‘Many examples of con-
tradi&tory opinions dedpced from the fame pafiage
of Scripture might be fhewn if there were occa-
fon; but this may be fufficient. In all inftances
. of this forc a prejudice has feized the mind, and
the opinion is not .determined by Scripture, but
.Scripture is adapted to the Opinion. .

It is acknowledged . that the cuftom of pur-
<hafing and keeping Slaves was, in the times re-
ferred to, a general practice. “That under the
Mofaic difpenfation in the books of Exodus.and
Leviticus, there are particular directions refpecting
both the conditions of purchafe, and; the ‘treat-
ment of, Bond.fervants. . Bug all thefe appear to me
as in the Nature of Permiffions, not of Precepts,
and' not as Approbations of .the Praice, but
compliances-with the preflure of Local: circum-
ftances. They, are alfo of a-particular nature,. re-
ferring to_particular times, and a particular ftate
of things, and cannot therefore authorize a’ Gene-
raldo&rine: they were direétions arifing from Lo-
cal circumftances of the Jews, exifted only in the
exiftence of thofe circumftances, and were to end
with them. They are not 3 part of the.Mofaic
Difpenfation that has any manner of . obligation
upon Chriftians; nor have they in; this; refpe&
any more authority with us than if they werge rran-
fcribed from the Koran or the Baghvar; Gheta,
They refer indeed to certain cuftoms amongft: the
Jews, and to the candu& required from them if
they fell in with the general practice of the- hea-
thens who furroynded them, And if in ‘com-
pliance with thefe pralices,-they alfo will have
their ‘Slaves, they are then direGted ta purchafe
c3 "+ them
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them from thefe Heathens. And the words,
s Of them fhall ye buy,” deferibed as a pofitive
command to buy Slaves, I apprehend, on the
contrary, to be nothing more than a prohibit
claufe, reftraining them from purchafing Bond-
fervants from amongft their own people. o

BurMr. H. by negligence, by overfight, by
mifapprehenfion, (I know not what term to
acdopt, being unwilling to ufe any harth expref-
fion) on this part of his fubjet not only exprefsly
contradi€ts the yery paffage of Scripture which
he here prefies into his fervice, buc (which has an
‘unlucky appearance) in his quotation Jeaves out
that parc of the paffage which he contradits; in
- ordet, it muft be fuppofed, to conceal his contra-
diction. B ST

In his extratt from Exodus (fe. £. p. 3.) he
fays, ¢ Iv is fingular enough, thatv the very firft
Law in the Scripture Language, emaled by God
himfelf, fhould be refpe@ting the Slave Trade,
and that alfo: with the addi}ional-clrcar;}&anccht
por reRraining his le from purchafing their
‘own bltthrel:wg, thcirgxﬁ fleth and b}ood.:”g Now
what is:the dire&t import of this poftive affer.
tion ? Is it Aot that God did not reltrain his peo-
B:c from making Slaves of their Brethren ? and

proof of this he quotes from Exodus (ch. xxi.)
M thou' buy an Hebrew-fervant, fix years fhall he
ferve, and in the feventh go free. ~ - -

-« Here, fays Mr, H. it is evident that thowgh
the tirhie of the Shavery of an Hebrew fervant was
Limitedy he ‘was yet in the Sriif fufs of the
word sitrue and real Slave for the tilné §- his maft
ver bowght, and Rad ar undoubred right and power
‘oﬁ#,hh}agiin!!ni;l fC T e
0 ¢ s To
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To come to the point then, Mr. H. fays, thae
God did"mot reftrain his -people from making
Slavis of  theip brethren an%e?ﬁough the time of
their Slavery was' Nmited' ‘they were Slsves and

- might be fold as fuch. - ' :
-+ The Scripture fays, ¢ If thy brother be A
and be fold unto thee, thou fhalt ses compet him
to ferve thee as a Bond-fimoont; but as an Aired
firvant 3 and he fhall nw be-fold as a Bord.fer-
wvam.” But all this part, which is an exprefs con-
tradi&ion to Mr. H's  efftrgion, he Eaﬂ'es, over,
and leaves out of - his quoration of the Paffage:
with what view. muft be léft to the Reader.
* The whole -is-as follows :>¢ If thy bro-
ther that dwelleth::by thes be waxen poor, and
be fold unto thee, thou fhalt not compel him to
ferve thee as'a bond-fervant y -but as an hired fer-
vant; and as a fojourncr fhall e beé with thee,
and fhall ferve thee unto the year of Jubilee,
And then he fhall depart from thee; he' and his
children with him, and fhall return unto his own
family, and unto-the poficflion of his fathers fhall
he return. For they are my fervants which I
brought forth out of the land of Egypt; they
fhall not be fold as Bondmen. Thou thalt not
rule over -him with rigour, but fhalt fear th
God. Both thy Bondmen and thy Bondmaids
which thou fhak have, fhall’be of the heachen
round about you, of them:fhall ye buy.” Which
is as much as i it had been‘thid, 1f'ye will fall in
with this prevailing pratdive of purchafing Bond-
fervanw, 2t Teatt - you -findl - not * purihale them
- from amongft your own.people. A prohibition
this which does not .exprefs- any ation of .
the prevailing cuftom ; and indeed it is not a little
C4 furprifing
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furpriing that any onc :(hould stcur ta.this pare
of ‘the.Sqripture as..a Sanion for . the modern
mode, of dealing in Slaves. I am inclined to think
if. Mg #1, had impartjally confidered the fui
force and operation of the whole paflage juft quoe«
ed, -that he would- not have advanced many things
that hold a3 fplace in his:treatife, But the mofk
woaderful of his mifreprefentations. is with refpect
tq the .Gn.bconitcs.;who were conquered by Ifrael.
When it.is faid, that ¢ the Lord difcomfited them
b¢fgrc Ifrael,” any perfon whofe mind was not
vafpcd by fome favourite idea would canftrue ic,
That God gave lrael the Victory. -Rut Mr. H,
explains; ig, -4 That: the exertions of the diving
power of the Almighty for fecuring 1o his people the
new arquired propenty of Shaves amangft the, Gibeo-
niws. were {o worderfully great, shat- he even
fought in PERsoN 4gainft the Invaders.” And the
woTtds. i per/on are ptinted in lsalics, 1 {uppofe ta .
engreafe their emphalis and make a ftropger im-
preflion; of the aftanithing doGrine here dehivered,.
+ X have formerly, read in.the great Grecian Bard,
if ] remember right, chat a Deity could defcend
from heaven, and could in Perfon take part in hu-
man affrays, and even be wounded by a mortal
hand...; Fait. Venus; 4sos Suyarng AQgodirn, fhroud-
mg(h.ﬁ' hero in a.cloud. dclivered him from im-
ending dapger.- Vialean- alfo by the. fame arii-
ice, prefervedchis favourite 1deeus fram deftruc-
tion;,: Baw theifiery Diomede was furely she moft,
daring of 9l eatthly warniors, who.netwithffand-
ing 3ll, Deitythip, watndled in his.mge. the-God:
Qf ;Wa'r.:;&q the bclly:.q and,. \.ll,lfbel’i'f,\g.(w tetch '
sven the Goddefs of Beauty in ber {nawy hand.: -
G caen o f . .l.'".l' ' LI P SRS ‘f‘.{l,,‘,’; o
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The raging chief:in chace of Venus-flies—w
Thro! brcakmg ranks ‘his funous courfe he

Andiat 1hc Goddcfs hm broad Lance extcnds
-Thra* her bright veil the daring weapon. dic,
.-'Th’ ambrofialweil which all the Graces wove :
Her fnowy hand the razing fteel profan’d,
Avud:tha ttanfparent Tkin wich crimfon ftainld.
’g the clear vein a ftream immortal flow’d 5
q:Ih'cam as xﬁ'ucs from a woundcd God *.
ol ni i oL ':;.’: POPE
ﬂOA o
-nNirg;j too, as a pcars from thp fpecch of Vc-
$us,t0, Aneas, defcribes. the Deities as . Per/onalf 44
ap,tgtfgrjng in thQ warhkc engagemgnts of Mortals.

vvvvv

v Hcrp wh;gc you fec that rubb:ih heaps con-
sd,
gtom:::1 wrench’d from i’tones, and thlck re.
gloundmg fmoke .
ﬁlended with clouds™of Duﬁ  great NcPt,ung
{hakes .
', “The walls, and wnth his maﬁ'y trident hcavcs
" Thecity from its deep foundations.” “Theré
o Rclcntlefs Juno, gn't with fteel, has feiz’d .
The Sczan gatcs, and ragmg, f‘ro:‘h thenr fhxp;

—H¢mros tgv-ro, vawau 0 soxs za)\mlm; -
" serd dworoito arad ardear Aumas - - )
" Ri pn ap ofv'ronas Buog su'yane Mgo&n—- L,
ﬂ BTy Pidor vigr U u}gn wolfpeosd® | -
T Kumpw sxaxuro mh,a XaAxe :
Ez ﬁ-mn yuea—-—- ) o .
¥ apCroror aspa T R
& tha@upmtho;op%oﬂcwuuw e e

S Hom.n.spdnm.
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Calls her confederate forces, i~ 7
Next (that way bend thine eyes) the lofty tow’rs
Tritonian Palias has poflefs’d ; there fics
With herdire Gorgon, in a beamy cloud -
Effulgent. Jove himfelf: the Grecian troops
. With feclc;'.umge and new ftrength fupplies; .Him-
. Excites the Gods againft the Dardan arms *,
S “TRAP.

 Now thefe things are all mighty well in Ho-
mer, and in Virgil; we read thefe defcriptions
with admiration, and with rapture; with an‘en-
thuliafm that reconciles us to the abfurdities of the
Poctical fiction. * But F muft fay it is not a little
. difgufting, and feems 100 nearly allied to Impiety
to transfer fuch ideas and fuch Perfonal interfe-
rence in mortal affrays to the Almighty Father of
Heaven, Co o '

As I have not any intention of writing a for-
mal anfwer to Mr. H’s elaborate’ woark, I fhall
conclude thefe fhort Pemarks with a few al
conceflions, and obfervations upon Mr. Is’s re-
prefentation _of the Slave Trade, as permitted
under the Chriftian’ Difpenfation: hoping that
fome one, who has fufficient leifure, and “can
think it worth while, will beftow on this reatife
a more accuraté examination ; and fthew Mr. H.
how, like {fpme unftable commentators on St.

Paul, he alfo hath wrefed the Scrié)tym to a
gn

fenfe different from their genuine ification,
and to his own complete refutation.” And not
only this, but that the arbitrary and difingenuous

. Hic ubi disje&tas, &c. Zn. 3. 608.

pofitions |
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pofitions at the beginning of his book, which he
delivers as Data, or unqueftionable Truths, are
manifeft Sophifms calculated to miflead incau-
tious readers; that they are contrary to all the le-
gitimate rules of argumentatian, deducing gene-
ral conclufions from parcicular premifes, turn-
ing meer connivances into permiffions, permif- -
fions into commdnds, defcribing mateers hiftori-
cel as points of doltrine, invalidating-the ufe of
Reafon in the examination of Scripture, and erx-
dicating every principle on which is founded, and
by which ‘we defend the Proteffant Perfuafion.
Thefe, and many more pernicious . confequences,
might eafily be’ fhewn to be the natural refule
from' the Scriptural Refearches, which muft be re.
probated by every friend t Liberty, and the
Narural Rights of Man. T
" ¥ acknowledge indeed that in'the: Chriftian ¥n-
fticutes there is not any particular, precife, and ex-
‘prefs prohidition- of Shavery. ' ‘Fhat at-the time
the Chriftian Difpenfation wis ‘made known and
offered to the world, the praltice of keeping
Slaves was very gencral. It was " almoft eve
where the eftablifhied mode of Pyblic, and Do-
meéftic ' CEconomly, Had then “the primitive
teachers of Chriftianity engaged ‘themfelves in
particularly demonftrating the' Iniquity of this
Gice, -fhewing -its inconfiftency with the Ef-
g:tifal' Principles and Fundamenta} Precepts of the
Chriftiah Infirution, they would 'in great mea.
fure have defedted their own imdportant
the Converfion 6f ‘the world,’ For the
tion i’ muft have ‘occafioned in ham:
would have been of fo' verv extenfive:
#nd would have Beer
S A tiom
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tions and changes both in Public Ssates and Pri-
vate Families, that the very mention of it would
probably have produced the general rejection of
the Syftem that propofed it. For Defpotifm and
Slavery were the principal features of the times,
The firft: teachers of the Gofpel therefore per-
formed their duty by a wifer method. , They faid
nothing exprefsly prohibitory upon the fubjed
of Slavery.. They taught the Efiential Principles
and the Pra&tical Doctrines of Chriftiapity, They
confidered the different fubordinations of Men in
civilized Society, and they ipcul¢ated the duties
incumbent, ypan the members of each  order.
‘They fhewed what was requilite from Superiors
to Inferiors, and from Inferiqrs to their Supe-
giors. And in-this,part.of thejr.inftrutions they
‘certainly ‘did fo far declare themfelves friends to
the natural .rights of man, as to advife thofe of
their difciplgs,‘w}(xo, were in a (tate of fervitude, 'if
they had a proper opportunity.of gaining their
Liberty, to choofe it rather ; nevegthelefs, if they
had not fuch opportunity, to condué themfelves
with patience, meeknefs, and fubmiffion to their
Mafters. But I do not regolie&t that they any
where utter a fingle fyllable in approbation of the
Syftem of Slavery: knowing 1t ta be 3s fubver-
five of Common Juftice and Humanity, as it was
contraditory to. the Effential. Spint, and charac-
teriftic’ Principles of Chriftianjty. And on this

round, as an Indilpenfible Qbligation upon all

hriffians, they taught Univerfal and Difintereft-
ed Philanthropy, or Goodwill towards Men; and

,ove unfeigned to all the, world; not only to
riends, but even fo encmies: they taughe alfo
the practica); psrformance, of every. inflance of
e benevolence

u

- e
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benevolence in our power ; in the moft perfuafive
manner they exhort their difciplés to be. univer-
fally kind and tenderhearted, and to.the utmoft
extent of their abilities to relieve mifery, and con-
fer happinefs. Having done this they lefv thefe
principles to work their own way upon the hearts
of their difciples by a gradual progrefs; well
knowing that wherefoever they fhould be receiv-
ed.with Sincerity, the Pra&ice of Stavery muft be
radically abolifhed. . - T o
We may then, without referve, acknowledge
the Generality, or if required, even the. Univer-
fality of the Pra&ice of making Slaves, and the
filence of the Primitive Teachers of Chriftianity
upon this fubjeét. i But we cannat in:all inftances
deduce.the Re@itude from the Univerfality cither
of Praftice or Opmion. The human race had
. not been in exiftence many Generations before the
wickednefs of man,:in refpect of Moral Depravity,
was very great in the earth, and every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.
And God looked upon the earsh, and behold it was cor -
rupt 3 For All Flefh had corrupted his way spon the

earth. ' R
In about 450 years after the Flood the Pra&ice
of Idolatry was become Univerfal. And as before
the Flood, Virtue and Piety were to be found
only in One Family, fo in the prevalence of Ido-
larry afterward, One man alone was found free
from this Rebellion againft God. - But no one
will acrempt to jultify:either Immorality or Idola-
try, from ‘the Univerfality of the pra&ice of
cither, in the times before or after the Flood.  *
The praétice of Slavery has alio been, without
much exaggeration, Univerfal ; and the wicked-
nefs
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pefs arifingfrom it not inferior to that occalioried

by the Univerfal pratice cither of Immorslity or

Idolatr_y. But, let ® be remembered, that for

the univerfal corruption of Man, in point of Mo~
rals, God deftroyed the World: for univerfai
Idolatry he doomed the ldolatrous Nations to Ex-
tirpation. : For the univerfal wickedmefs of Sla.
very, the punifhment-of divin¢ vengeance docs
not yet appear in its full Majefty,  Yet let us not
reckon ourfelves fecure, becaufe the Almighty
hath not thewn ske Lghting dovwn of his arm <with the
Slame c{ & devonring Fire. . For as this inhuman
eraffick is invariably attended with the total ex-
tin&ion of Religion, of good Marals, and com-
mon Humanity, fhould it continue to be encoun.
m«! where its Enormity is known and acknow-

ged, this is fuch deliberate and abfolute defec.
tion from the Authority of God, as (if we may
judge from paft proceedings) muft fometime bting
upon us his fevereft difpleafure.

But having, as it were, wandered from my ori.

ginal purpofe, 1 muft now return and fhew that
there i3 not fufficient reafon to degrade the Ne-
roes from their rank as Men becaufe they have

no idea of Civil Government, no idea of Mosral.

Diftinttions, no idea of Religion, no idea of a God,
or a futwre fate of Exifience. In order to do this
with talerable accuracy, it may not be improper
to give a fhort fketch of the principle circumftan.
ces relative to thofe countries that are concerned
in this traffick with the Europeans: by which i¢
will alfo appear that there is not the leait founda-
tion for theie aflertions, or for the hypocritical pre-
tence that the fituation of the Negoes is improved
by being carried from their country even inmI V;/;ﬂ:

. ndian
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Indian Slavery. This.account is taken;from the
concurring teftimony of many authors upon thijs
fubjedts the fubftance of whigch may be found
drawn up with geeat labour and judgment in che
Mod. Uaiv,; Hift. .of thefe Countrics, and more
concifely in the Hiftorical Account of Guineay
by the worthy and benevolent Benezet; who sifo
refers to fuch other modern authors, confirming
cach other’s teltimony, as had no intereft to ferve
by making their reports more favoutrable than the
truth : whilethe pecuniary intereft of the Dealers
in Human Blood ate deeply concerned by defa~
matory defcriptions .and malicious falfehoods to

- mifreprefent the circumftances bech of the coun-

tey. itlelf, and:its ngtive Inhabicants.. -

I will begia with the cauptry. about the River
Senegal, -and .pracecd Southwards tp the King.
dom. of Benguela, where, X believe, the Slave
Trade ends. . .- . - o

No country in the world is better alculated for
affording the comforts of Life to.its lahabiwmnts,
and wish lefs . folicitude and.todl chan Guinea.

The natives ate nhaturally 3 humane and fociable -

people, with: faculsies, as capable of improvement
ay thefe of other men. Hente they might have
lived happy had -they aot been difturbed by the.
Eutopeans. - The .country is extremely fertile,
abomads with Caitle, Poultry; Grain, .and Fruits
in. very. %n;ca,s.unicuyq;md: all in .great excellence.
The earth yields all she year a frefh fapply . of
food, -Few cloaths - are requifise,.and little ar¢
neceflary either ta:msking them or coiftru@ing
their houfes. ;. The gourds, which. grow over thdg'
afford an agreeable fhade, and: the fruic. ﬁ:ppl;q

e L. . e
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the rietof with an' abundant ftock of ‘eledri
veflels for moft houfeholdwfes, -~ = .= .

Mr. Adanfon, in the account-of his voyage to
Senegal, fpeaking of the Countty and the Na-
tives, : fays, Which way:foever I turned mine

g, I beheld a perfect image of pure nature ; an'

agrecable folitude, -bounded : ot every fide by

charming Lanfcapes; the rufal:fituation of CotJ
tages in the midft of Trees, the eafe and indo-
lence of the Negroes reclined under their fhade;
the fimplicity of their drefs and-manners:; the
whole revived ih my mind the idea of our firft
arents, -and-1 feemed to contemplate the world: in
Hs primitive State, e R
The Grain, ‘the Ivory, and Gold Coafts, the
Kingdom 'of Whidah, -and the Slave Coaft, from
whence the greateft: numbers are inhumanly forc-
ed into Slavery,’ corie aext ih order; and of thefe
Smith and Bofman, and various other authors)
fpeak to the following purpore, :. S
~ This is one of the moft delightful countries in:
the world. The.greav number-and variety of beau~
tiful, and ‘fthady "treesj which feem planted ia
groves, the verdant fields every where cultivated,
and no otherwife divided than by thofe groves,
~and in fome placesa fimall foot path, together with
a great number of Villages,- contribute to afford
a moft delightful profpect;. the whole countrys
being a fine, eafy;: and almoft imperceptible -af~
cent for the fpace-of forty -or- fifty miles from the
Sea. - The Couantry. is-well: peofkd', the - natives
kind, obliging, and'induftrious®. . . - -
:""s'éc' Benézet paffitn. the Mod, Un. Hift. “vol. 16. p. 595 anélf
the:differentiauthors in’ Buréhes, and in a Colleéion of Voyagesy
&gc. in 8 vols. Folio. )

« All
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< All the Europeans indeed who have been in
Whidah fpeak of the Country with rapture, and
extol it as the moft beautiful in the world. The
. trees are ftrait, and tall, and clear of all weeds
and bruth-wood. The verdure of the meadows,
the richnefs of the Fields, the multitude of houfes,
with dimpling ftreams running down the declivity
to the fea, form the moft delightful profpect .that
fancy can picture to itfelf. One may compare
the whole kingdom to a great city divided by Gar-
dens, Lawns, and Groves inftead of Streets, not
a village in Whidah being a mufket fhot diftant
from another. In a word, it is a true image of
- what the Poets fing of the Elyfian Fields; and to
fpeak all its perfections, though the authority is
- undeniable, would appear to the reader as it we
indulged a warm imagination at the expence of

hiftorical truth.” : '

In the adjoining Country, the Town of Affem;
or Great Ardrah, is thus defcribed. Itis a fine
City, five or fix leagues in circuit. Here the
Royal Family have two palaces. It is entered by
four Gates, oppofite to each other. The walls
.are high, and thick, and as firm and compatt as
ftone and lime. The Gates are defended by a
deep ditch, and Draw Bridge. The ftreets are
kept in the utmoft order, free from filthand every
_inconvenience. The palaces confift of large courts
with long wide Galleries, fupported by beautiful
_Pillars finely ornamented. Under thefe piazzas
the Natives have the privilege of walking. The
buildings are two ftories high, with long narrow -
flips of Windows, perfe&tly adapted to the Cli-
mate, as they occafion a great draught of freth

air. The floors of all the apartments gre covered
D ‘ with
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with filk carpets, or fine mats of an elegant tafte.
In each was a fingle armed chair, a variety of filk
and brocade cuthions, tables, folding fcreens, Ja-
" pan Cabinets, and chefts of the fine® China Porce-
Fain. The windows were huag with Curtains
- of Taffety, and fathed with - white cloth, glazed
© in a manner that admitted the light, but excluded
the night air. The gardens were fpacious, and
" haid out in the moft delicate tafte, in fine long
walks, fhaded by odoriferous trees, and lined on
each fide with fhrubs and flowers, of a fweet fmell,
and pleafing colours. Naothing could be more
beautiful than the fanc#ful grafs plats, joined by
- {erpentine walks and groves, and refrefhed by the
-esoling murmur of a dimpling brook, which
glided over fhining Pebbles *. Thefe circum-
- ttances muft be referred to the State of this Coun-
try before its total Deftruction by the King of
- Dahomay, in order to open his ‘Paffage ‘to the
" Sea, and carry on the Stave Trade o greater ad-
- vantage. ' :

It 1s next to an impoffibility, but that the Inha-
hitants of fuch a country, anad in fuch circumftun-
ces muft have lived in-cafe and tranquilliy. And
‘it muft occur to every one who has read Caprain
Cook’s Voyages, how exaltly many circumftances
in thisdefcription correfpond with the account of
the Society, and Friendly Iflands, where the Na-
tivesenjoyed their eafe, their tndolence, and their
happinefs : and from hence we may reafonably in-
fer that thefe poor’ Africans, under the fame hap-
Py circumftances of Climate mut have hived
equally contented, til their harmony, and all

¢ Bofinag, Ep. z0.from Mod. Un. Hitt. of the Stave Coaft.
: - their
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their happinefs was deftroyed by the unjuft and
mercilefs ravages of European Merchants. "

With - refpe&t to the Kingdoms of Benin,: Lo-
ango, Congo, and Angola, as the circumftances
of climate are nearly the fame, fq there is not
much difference either in the manner of life of the
inhabitants, the turn of their opinions, or the
productions of their refpective countries.

They who fay that thé empire of Congo, fpeak-
ing comprehenfively, of - all the kingdoms which
it once contained, is burnt by the heat of the Sun,
are altogether deceived : for the habitation there is
exceeding ‘%)od, the air beyond all credit tempe-
rate, the Winter like Autumn in the region of
Rome. In thefe kingdoms are found great
Quantities of Salt Petre ; with great abundance
of Gold, and precious Stones, and‘many mines
of Silver. As to tlie Military Difcipline of thefe
people, they ufually fight on foot; they divide
the Army into feveral Troops, fitting themfelves
according to the fituation of the field ; their mo-
tions are dire®ed by certain founds from the
Capt. General, who 1s ftationed in the midft of
the Army, and there gives the fignal to join bat-
tle, to retire, to advance forward, to turn to the
right or left, or perform any other warlike ac-.
tion: as amongft us the pleafure of the General
is Rnown by ftrokes of the Drum, or founds of
the Trumpet. Congo is in compafs about 1685
miles®. The Kingdom of Angola in particular,
is full of people beyond all credit. Sig. Odoar-
do Lopez did affirm and believe that it contained

* See Pigafetta Hift. of Congo in Colle&. of Voyages; alfo
Barbot, who has given a long and circum@antial Account of this
Country. '

: D2 a mil-
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a million of fighting men. This kingdom alfo is
very rich in mines of Silver, and moft excellent
Copper; and for other forts of Metals, there is
more in this kingdom than in any other country
whatfoever in the world. Fruicful ic is in all
kinds of Foods, and fundry Sorts of Cattle, efpe-
cially great herds of Kine,

The argument holding forth that the fituation
of the Africans is made better, when removed
from their own country, though into Slavery, is
therefore not by any means to be admitted ; be-
caufe in the firft place the affertion is denied, be-
ing abfolutely falfe, and in the next, becaufe if it
were true, it is indefenfible, the praftice being
founded in Injultice and Tyranny. For it is In-
juftice to carry any one againft his own confent
into Slavery; and it is Tyranny to make this
change in his condition by Violence. A refpe&-
able Writer fays indeed, ¢ It fhould be fully
known whether by abandoning the Traffick, we
fhould not abandon the caufe of Humanity, and
leave the Wretches, who are exported from Afri-
ca, to a worfe Lot in their own Country +.”
On fuppofition that this were true, I fill main-
tain that we have not the leaft fhadow of Right
to make the intrufion into that Country and pro-
duce this forcible revolution in the circumftances
of the Natives, even with the view to make their
fituation, as we without {ufficient reafon fay, bet-
ter. But will any one prefume to affert that there
is a fingle inftance to be produced of a Liverpool
Merchant, or a Guinea man Captain, forcibly
tranfporting an African to America, with the

1+ Monthly Review.
fincere
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fincere view to improve his fituation? This fort
of Charity would be much a-kin to that of fome
Chriftians, who move heaven and earth to make

rofelytes, and improve the fituation of their fel-
row creatures, by the unanfwerable argument’ of
the Stake and Faggor. But [uppofe their con-
dition to be in their own country very wretched,
fuppofe them to be as favage as you pleafe—who
hath made them fo ? it appears from the authori-
ties juft cited, 'and from many others that might
be'produced, that before thefe inroads of the Eu-
ropeans, they were a happy people, in a happy
country < that.they lived in eafe and primitive fim-
plicity, were kind, obliging, -and induttrious ;
and now by our nefarious pratices are reéndered
miferable and favage.-- But is it not'Cruelty in-
expreffible,” firlt to make a péople Savage, and
then truly, under pretence of Charity to make
them Slaves for being Savages ? -

Indeed, in 4 late publication in favour of the
Slave- Trade; an attempt is made to invalidate
the conclufion that would naturally follow from
the preceding obfervation; - but it ought to be
noticed, that this Advocate is himfelf perfonally
engaged as an Officer in this Traffick, and may
therefore, without breach of Charity, be fuppofs
ed not entitely free from prejudice. The fenti-
ments of Lieuténant Matthews, on the prefent po-
pular endeavours for the Abolition of the Ne-
groe Slavery may’ be reduced to a few plain’ Pro-
pofitions. . ,

1. That it does not appear that this intercourfe,
which has fo long fubhited between the Africans
and the Europeans, has made any change in their
cuftoms or maaners, except giving them a relith

»’ D3 for
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for Society, and the Enjoyments of the Luxuries
Of LifC. : . ‘ Vo
_2. 'That he has endeavoured to difcover whe-
ther the Natives of Africa, dealers in Slaves,
were excited to make war upon each other, by
the Européans; and that he is free to declare tha
this never fell under his obfervation. . -
. 3~ That from the great number of Slaves an-
nually exported one fhould be led to imagine that
the Country would be depopulated, inftegd of
which;- no dimimution of their number is. pers
O Ehac with rélpe: to kid he ¢a5
. 4. That with refpe¢t to kidnapping, he ¢ss
oply fay that he ,nevfre heard of fucEPaA ;;gr,a&ice. |
" g« That if the Slave Trade was abolithed by
every nation in Europe, it would ‘not ceafe in
Africa; nor would the. abolition in any mealure
add to the happiuefs of the natives.. - .
6. That the Troops of the Emperor of Morecr
co are compofed of Black Slaves, purchafed, &c,
and that probably other defpotic princes compafe
their armies in the fame manner. o,
7. That Slaves are the medium of Coin fer the
‘purchafe of Neceffaries. )

8. That the Slave Trade is probably permitted
by Providence, as a means to preferve Lives, &c. .
1. The term African in this place is rather too
comprehenfive to be admitted into the Argu-
ment. [t comprehends both the Dealer in Slaves,
and the Slaves themfelves, and therefore includes
a fallacy. The Queftion is only concerning the
latter. Will Mr. M. fay, that with refpeét to
thefe, the forcing them from their families, their
friends, their country, and dragging them to in-
fupportable labour, and fervitude, to chains, to
. : fcourges,,
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foourges, to tortures ahd -death, produces no
change in their condition, but that of giving them
a relith for Society, and the Luxuries of Life ?
- It is the firft. time of hearing Servitude, Chains,
and Scourges. enumerated among our Luxuries.
And as to the Comfort of Society under fuch cir-
cumftances of mifery, though I have formerly
heard of ' , . .

Solamen miferis focios habuifle doloris,

yet I have always thought it an unjuftifiable fen.
timent, and utterly void of benevolence.
. 2. and 3. From undeniable teftimony it. has
been repeatedly proved, that Wars without num-
ber have been excited by the Europeans for the
Sole purpofe of procuring Slaves, and Mr, M’s
ignorance of the Faét does not invalidate the Tef-
timony. It has alfo been fully proved, that many
Countries by nature beautiful and fertile to the
higheft degree, and before the Slave Traffick ex-
ceeding populaus, are now by that Traffick ftript
of their Inhabitants, and rendered fcenes of abfo-
lute defolatian*. If Mr. M. fpeaks of Countries
where the Slave Trade is not pradifed, the argu-
ment is not to the purpofe, if where it is, the af-
fertion is not true. ,

4. If direct evidence of any fa& is produced in
a Court of Juftice, will any one’s bare affertion,
that he never heard of the faét, fet afide the po-
fitive evidence ? ‘The enormity of kidnapping (as
it is called) has been proved over and aver agiin
in numberlefs harrible inftances. Noc oply the
common people have fuffered in this way; but

# Sce Clarkfon, Ch. 10. 3nd Bofman, pafpp-n Vi
- ) D4 ' - Kings
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Kings have been bound in chains, and nobles
with links of Iron. Witnefs, the well known
Story of Oronoko, and that, inftanced in Mr.
Clarkfon’s Effay, p. 89, than which there never
was a more highminded example of dignified and
defperate refolution.

5. Perhaps it would not. But on fuppofition
that this Abolition had taken place in Africa,
can Mr. Matthews really imagine that it would
not in any meafure add to the happinefs of the
Natives? can he really fee no difference between
being a Slave and being Free ¢ -

6. The Emperor of Morocco’s army is formed
by purchafing Children, Infants from Guinea,
. who are immediately deftined to the Military Ser-

vice. They are brought from the place of their
birth fo very young, that they have no idea of
Native Soil, friends, or relations, .or any home
other than in the fervice in which they areeducat-
ed. Their Quarters, the Garrifons, the Camps
of the Emperor are their Home. And though
by the defpotic conftitution of the Country they,
like all his other fubjeéts, are Slaves, yet they are
not fuch under the fame circumftances with thofe
unhappy creatures, who are forced by the Euro-
pean traders into the Miferies of Weft Indian
Slavery; nor will the two fituations admit of
Comparifon. But fuppofe the Emperor of Mo-
r0cCO, even to deal in Slaves, will his practices
juftify fimilar pratices in England ? The Emperor
of Morocco praitifes the Rites of Mohamediim;
has a plurality of Wives; ftrikes off the Heads
of his Nobles at his pleafure; 'and does many
other things, befide keeping Slaves, that, would
not be well relifhed in England. The Queftion
. : is
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_ is not whether the Emperor of Morocco doesfo
or fo, but whether what he does be right, and juf-
tifiable. And as to the other Defpotic Princes,
many of them, befide dealing in Slaves, pra&ife
all the dreadful cuftoms of the moft abfurd, and
barbarous idolatry. They . facrifice human Vie-
tims; ‘they broil and eat their Prifoners. And if
the example of thefe Defpotic Princes in the Slave
Traffick, merely as fuch, without any further
confideration, will juftify the Englifh in doing
the fame, the argument is equally conclufive in
all the other inftances of.their condué. -

7. If Mr. M. means that Slaves are the only
medium of Coin for the purchafe of Neceffaries,
his affertion is not true; and if he allows that
other materials are ufed in this purchafe, it is no-
thing to his purpofe. For the purchafe of thofe
fmall articles that are generally underftood by Ne-
ceffaries, the Natives have what anfwers to pieces
of Coin of very {mall value. They caft their Gold
.duft into Fetiches, which they cut into little

ieces, the value of which they know to a furprif-
ing degree of Precifion, and with thefe they pur-
chafe what is to be underftood by Neceffaries.
-Befide thefe they make ufe of Cowries, or fmall
fhells of a particular fort, on all thefe occafions.
Why thefe circumftances were concealed by Mr.
M. muft be left to the reader to determine, '

8. The ways of Providence I do not prefume
to fcrutinize: buc apprehend that, if God exerted
his Power to preferve Life, and prevent Cruelty,
he would fcarcely do'it by a method more cruel
than Death itfelz

In fhort, the attempt of Mr. M. to juftify the
Slave Trade, as appears by his fentiments on the

- fubje&t,
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fubje@, feems to be indeed very defeive, and

imeffetual, whether we confider the confequences
of this Traffick with refpeét to- the unhappy
.creatures themfclves, or te the Countries.from
" which they are forced into this barbarous fervi-

tude. .o R "

" Thofe.delightful regions from which the na-
tives are forcibly carried into Slavery extend in
{ength about three thoufand four hundred miles,
from the River Senegal to the kingdom of :Ango-
1a,- where the Slave Trade ends. From whence
to the Cape of Good Hope, the country is peo-
pled by the Caffres and Hottencots, who have
never been concerned, as I am informed, in fel-
ling Slaves._ ' So the European dealer in Human

Blood is engaged in a Teaffick difdained even by

‘Caffres and Hottentots. . -~ :
The River Senegal is navigable more. than
a thoufand miles. The River Gambia about
three hundred miles to the South of it is naviga-
‘ble fix .hundred miles into the country. And,
-Brue, a French Fator, who lived fixteen years
-in it, deferibes it as very fruitful near thé Sea,
.and the farther you go inland, as being ftill more
fruitful and better cultivated. Mr. Smith who
-was fent thither in 1726 by the African Compa-
“'ny, defcribes the country as very pleafant and
fruitful ; provifions of all forts being in great
plenty, and exceedingly cheap. Mr. Moor, fent
by the fame company about 1735, refided there
.five years, and confirms thefe-accounts of the fer-
tility of the Country. The parts lying upon and
between thefe rivers is of very great extent, and is
inhabited principally by three Negroe Nations
‘known by the names of Ialofs, Pholeys. and
c Mandingos,
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Mandingos, and the general cizctrhftences of the
nature and fertility of their cauntries,. as alfo of
gll the kingdoms to the Southern ¢Xtremivy of
Angola, plainly thew the falfhood of the pretenck
thas the fituation of the Natives 14 made better by
removing them into the Weft Indies, though in the
condition of Slavery.-- For at home they lived in
eafe and indolence, and a fort of luxurious: teun *
perance ; every oné under the fhade of his own
vine and Fig-tree quietly poffefling his own pro-
rty, and 1n general enjoying the {fweets of Li-
berty and the Rights of Humianity. s
- But it is-afferted, that the Negroes are not M
becaulfe it is not poffible o give them any idea
of a Civil Government. With what degrée of
Truth this rath affertion-is made, will immediate-
lyappear. . - L o
. The country of the Talofs, the middle country
between the Senegal and Gambia is gowerned by &
. King: This Kiog has under him.{everal Mini-
fters of State, who affift him in the adminiftration
-~ of Juftice. Alfo a chief Judge, who goes his
circuits to hear complaints and determine con-
troverfies.. He has alfo a chief Treafurer, .and a
Vice-roy, whofe duty it is to enquire into the bes
haviour of inferior Magiftrates ; and various fubs
ordinare officers in différent departments of Civil
Adminifttation. In different nations too there
are examples of the different forms of Civil Go-
- vernment, from abfolute Monarchy to"true De-
mogracys In fome the Monarchy is hereditary,
though not in the European mode, as it fome.
times pafles to the Nephew in preference to the
Son. .In others it is eleive: and in the latter,
though the perfon elected be of the lowelt order,
: he
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he immediately affumes a defpotic power, which

is implicitly obeyed. At Camina, a very popu-
lous town, between the kingdoms of Cayor and
Baool, is an independent Commonwealth, which
hath always withftood, by the bravery of its peo-
ple, and their fondnefs for Liberty, the attempts
of both thofe Kings made at feveral times to fub-
due it. - : 3

In fhort, there are to be found in "thefe coun-
tries all thofe circumftances of Political Efta-
blithment which in Europe would be thought
a fufficient foundation for the appellation o? a
Civil Government: the Ceremonials of a Royal
Coronation, the Requifition of an Oath from the
King to obferve .the Laws, and to promote the
happinefs of his peogle': the appointment of Ci-
vil Governors over the Provinces, into which the

Kingdom is divided: a fele& Council com-

pofed of the moft experienced Statefmen and War-
riors, in which the determinations for Peace or
War, and other important matters of States are
made according to the opinions of the Majority.
‘Subordination alfo of Officers in the departments
of War, of Law, and of Religion; and places
of diftin&tion and honour about the Court, and
the Perfon of the King. And though to fome it
may ap‘Pcar rather ridiculous to fpeak, as fome
very refpectable authors have done, of Lords and
Ladies of the Bedchamber, when the palace, per-
haps, in fome circumftances, was not fuperior to
a common cottage in England, and the Bed no
better than a fine mat upon the floor; yet we
fhould call to mind that therc have been Kings,
and Kings of great power too in this Country,
the walls of whofe habitations were but avggrtkof

| icker
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Wicker Work, and their floors of clay, except
that on days of entertainment and luxury they
might be ftrewed over with Rufhes.

Not only in matters of real confequence in the
departments of State, of Law, and ‘of Religion,
but even in affairs of meer ceremony have the
Negroe Kéngs fometimes given proofs of Sagacity,
and knowledge of Mankind and of Civil Ordi-
nations, that fet them at leaft upon an equality
with the European Sovereigns.

When the Princes of the German Empire were
convened and affembled on fome very important
occafion, it could not be fettled who fhould firft
enter, or take the moft diftinguithed place in the
Aulic Chamber; and this mighty matter of Pre-
cedence, being undetermined, put an entire ftop
to all the real and important bufinefs for which
they were affembled. Till an Edifice was at laft
ere&ed of a Circular Form, with feveral doors
into it, through which thefe Wife Princes might
have entrance as it happened, and take their
places accordingly. A Negroe Prince upon the
fame fubject, thewed more good fenfe and fpiric
than all the Princes of the German Empire af-
fembled together in folemn convention.

In the iingdom of Ardrah, a Dutch facor,
and a French officer had a quarrel about the right
of precedence. Matters were carried fo far that
the Frenchman declared he would run the Dutch-
man through the body, if he prefumed to go be-
fore him. To prevent extremities, the Prince
Royal conduéted them to an audience before the
King to make their remonftrances, oneon his right
hand, the other on’ his left. The parties grew
warm. The King commanded filence, and fpoke

to
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to this effeét : % Addrefs youtfelves to your Maf:

ters ; let them regulate the precedence, and rights

of their fervants: it doth not become me, who am
ignorant of their circumftances and power. I
erefore forbid all difputes, till you receive the

- decifion of your fuperiors. In my dominions you

are both but Traders; and it would bett®r become
you to vie in induftry, diligence, and honefty, than
in ofteptation and vanity.” The equity and ftrong
fenfe of the Royal reproof enforced a compliance :
and feems a plain demonftration that Negroes are
capable of Civil Government. ‘

The preceding obfervations are taken from Bar-
bot and Boiman, and various other authors agree-
ing in the fame point of evidence, as may be
feen in the Colle&ion before referred to, and par-
ticularly in the Mod. Univ. Hiftory of thefe
kingdoms. R

What changes may have ‘been made fince the
time of Barbot, by the devattations occafioned by

the European Faftors, 1 do not exaly know;

but undoubted they are horrible to the laft de-
gree. Several countries by nature the moft de-
lightful, and well peopled, are now nearly de-

populated, and turned into defarts: their Govern-

ment overturaed, their inhabitants murthered,
or forced into Slavery; the few who remain, cor-
rupted by our vile machinations, are rendered
Savage. Buc this cannot be admitted as an ar-
gument againft them or their country ; it is only
a proof of our injuftice and barbarity : and it is
needlefs to fay any thing more in anfwer to the
afperfion that they are Naturally incapable of every
idea of Civil Government. ,
This very fhort ftate even of their Civil Police,
is
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is alfo’ a full anfwer to the malicious calumny that
they have no action of Moral Diftinttions. Fot
if that were the.cafe, and all attions were efteem-
ed equal, how comes it to pafs that they have the
folemnities of trial, and Judges to punith for of.
fences? Their ideas of Mozl re€titude may be very
different from our notions on that fubjet, and
their Judicial Decifions may, in many inftances,
not be agreeable either to Natural Juftice or im-
proved Reafon : but while there is among them a
different eftimation of Actions, there muft be ah
idea of Moral Diftin&ions. Permit me to pro-
duce only one inftance in which, with refpe& both
10 Moral Rettitude and the true Intereft of Civil
Society, they feem fuperior to fome of the po-
lifhed nations of Europe, I mean their high opi-

nion of the Matrimonial engagement. In fome

countries the barc fufpicion of Infidelity was at-
tonded with great difgrace: if any thing like proof
was produced, the woman was banithed, and left
to provide for herfelt as well as fhe could in fome
diftant region, and the whole property of the
man was forfeited to the Hufband, On ac-
tual difcovery, both the offending ‘parties were
inftantly put to death. While in'our very refined
nation, after a full proof and- gentle procefs
through fome meer forms of Law, by a
certed fcheme, the Adulterefs is married to her
Gallant, and both ftand as high as ever in obr
pliant virtue and fafhionable honour,: .
As to their Natural Incapacity for receiving
Religious ideas, the affertion is éntirely without
foundatign. Great numbers of the Negroes aré

~ Muhometans, and are fingularly. regular m the

performance of their religioits-dutics.” And as
the
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the leading Principle of the Mahometans is, thae
there is only one Supreme God, and, that Maho-
met is his Prophet, how erroneous foever in fome
particulars their faith may be, yet this is un-
doubtedly true, that Negroes, being Mahome-
tans, are capable of true Notions of God and Re- -
ligion. True notions of God they have: and
with refpet to erroneous and inferior articles of
Faith, wherefoever thefe exift, the Dotrines of
Truth may poffibly be fubfticuted in their ftead.
For to receive falfe Dotrines proves the Natural
capacity to receive thofe that are true. I have
not puch to fay in defence of the Mahometan
Paradife; at the time of its infticution it certainly
was a very politic fcheme; but the Negroes,
who are Mahometans, and believe in it, have un-
doubtedly an idea, though a crude one, of a fu-
ture State of Exiftence: the charge therefore of
Natural incapacity in this refpect is utterly falfe
and groundlefs. ‘The belief of Senfual pleafures
to be enjoyed in a future and Spiritual ftate of
Exiftence 1s doubtlefs a great abfurdity, and a
pernicious error, neverthelefs it proves the Ne-
groes to be as capable of receiving the idea of a
tuture ftate of exiftence as we ourfelves are, who
are blefled with the true doctrine of a Refurrec-
tion, and a Future Life. And what indeed are
thofe inftances of affection for departed friends,
exprefled at every funeral, by placing near, or
in their graves, their Ams, their houthold Uten-
fils, and provifions for their fupport in the other
world, but fo many diret proofs of this belief,
even in the countries buried in profound igno-

rance, v
The Whidah Negroes, who, I fuppofe, have
) not

i —re e
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not been’ inftructed in the Mahometan Religion,
have yet an idea of the True God : afcribing to
“him the Attributes of Almighty Power, and Om-
.niprefence : bur God, they fay, is tao high to
condefcend to think of Mankind: wherefore he
“commits the Government of this world to thofe
inferior Deities (the Fetiches) which they worthip.
_ % The Religion of this Country .indeed is fo
fraught with good fenfe and abfurdity that we are
at a lofs how o defcribe it. The Fetiche is wor-
thipped here as in all the other countrics on the
weftern coaft of Africa. Thefe, however, they
confider in a fubaltern capacity, a&ing as Media-
-vors between Men, and the Great God, of whom
their ideas are lefs grofs, and unworthy. To God
they afcribe the attributes of Omnifcience, Omni-
prefence, Omnipotence, and Invifibility. They
believe that he aCtuates every thing, and governs
~ the world by. his Providence*.” This account
by Bofman, and various other writers of different
times,- is confirmed by Smith, who fays, That
that - cthe Natives not only believe that there is
One True God, the author of them, and of all
.things, but that they have alfo fome apprehenfion
of a Future State : that almoft every Village has
-a-Grove, or Fublic.place of Worfhip, to which
the principal inhabitants on a fer day refort to
make their offerings. Amongft thefe people alfo
the fame barbarous Ceremonies are obferved as
in the furrounding nations +.. '
Ingeneral then the funeral Ceremonies through-
out the various kingdoms upon the Grain, the
-Ivory, the Gold, and Slave Coatts, the kingdoms

"% Mod. Un. Hift, + Sce Benezet.
E of
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of Benin, Loango, Congo, and Angola, where
they are mot Mahometans or Chriftians, are pretty
much the fame, and tend to the fame of
‘Evidence. Human Vi&ims ate facriﬁwﬁn pro-
portion to the rank of the deceafed : rally
two of his Wives, and a number of Slaves.
Thefe, we are informed from many correfpond-
ing authorities, are buried with their mafters, not
only to attend them in the other life, but likewife
0 bear witnefs, when they come to appear before
the Great Mowarch, or God of the other world,
how they behaved in this : which, if true, phin.
l)r'xfrom not only their belief of a Supreme lgcity,’
and a future ftate of exiftence, but alfo a future
Judgment, and a Stme of Retribution. And in
order that this idea of a State of Retribution may
be compleat, befide the Supreme Deity to reward
the Good, they have alfo a Supreme Monarch of
the Infernal Regions, or a Devil, it muft be fup-
fed, to receive and punith thofe who have be-
haved improperly in this world. Their Devil
indeed differs greatly in point of Age, Size, and
Complexion from the Devil of the Eurepeans, -
When Monf. D’Elbee was introduced by the
High-Prieft of Ardrah to the prefence of his
‘Wives, he obferved the figure of a child in the
corner of the Gallery, well calt and painted
White. On enquiry, whofe figure it was, the
High Prieft anfwered it was the Devil's. The
French Commodore faid, the Devil is not Wiite.
That is your miftake, anfwered the High Pricft,
for I can affure you that he is very White, having
often feen, and converfed with him. 1 believe
they did not fettle this point of Theolagical Con-
troverfy, “But all the good people who have feent:l
a
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#nd cofiverfed with our Devil affure us, that fie
is advanced in age, tall in his perfon, and of &

very black complexion. Yet it muft be allowed
that in the nature of things, and by parity of

Reafon, the Blacks have as good Authority to
make their Devil White, as the White men have
to make their Devil Black. '

I therefore hope that by this time the rafh af-
fertion that Negroes are not of the Himdn Race,
that they ate not c:?able of receiving any idea of
Civil Government, of Mboral Difiinitions, of Reli-
gion, of a God, or a Futére State of Exiftence;
inay appear to be entirely without foundation.

It would not have been worth while to have
gone even thus far into an anfwer, were not thefe
opinions maintained, and at this time induftri-
oufly propagated by many perfons of different
ranks, and of great confequence in this Land of
Science and Liberty. ith what view this
is done, muft be left to their own confcience,
and to God. I prefume not td judge the heart of
Man. ) -
~ From the regions before mentioned, by Nature

(under Providence) the feat of delight, of inno-
cence and happinefs, are the devoted natives - it
numbers torn by every a&t of violence and
mhumanity, to fuffer in the moft extreme degree
the miferics of Slavery, Torture, and Death.

Before the tribunal of God muft an account bé
given for more than a hundred thoufand innocens
men annually and violently forced from their na«
tive Land, and feparated for ever from the
tender conneftion with relations and friends, and
evcx endearment of ha and domettic life.
In this account will the Englith Nation ?and

Ea , org-
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foremoft, and eminently guilty, Dreadful Pre-
eminence *! : -

Elizabeth, about the thirtieth year of her reign,
granted Patents for carrying on this abominable
_ African Traffick from the north part of the ri-

wver Senegal to a hundred leagues beyond Sierra
Leona; an immenfe tract of Country! Through-
out thefe regions, and much farther, even to the
extent of three thoufand four hundred miles, do
the Englith take the liberty, under the fanction
of various national laws; to deal in Human
Blood ; to perpetrate every aét of atrocious cruel-
ty that can freeze with horror the heart endued
with a fpark of Humanity.

Amongft the early perpetrators of thefe horrid
barbarities we read the celebrated names of Haw-
kins and Drake; who forcibly carried off many
‘of the innocent natives, and fold them for Slaves
to the Spanifh fettlers in America. And this too
notwithftanding that Elizabeth (as is faid) when
Hawkins returned from his firlt Voyage, exprefl-
ly prohibited him from carrying off the Negroes
without their free confent; faying, it would be

* The number of Negroe Slaves bartered for in one year on
the coaft of Africa, from Cape Blancho to Rio Congo, by the
different European Nations is, as we are informed by a r:z)e&
able merchant once engaged in the Traffick, nearly as follows 3
Great Britain, 53,000; America, 6,300; France, 23,500; Hol-
land, 11,500; Portugal, 8,700; Denmark, 1,200. (Public Pa-
;‘)cra ) Mr. Clarkfon goes much farther. He calculates, and
eems fairly to prove his calculation, that taking into the account
the numbers that are {lain in the wars engaged in merely to &ro-
cure Slaves, the numbers of the Captives that' perith on their
Jjourneys to the Ships, the numbers that are killed by cruel ufage
on Shipboard, the numbers of Sailors that perifh, the numbers
that are deftroyed in the Plantations, not lefs than one hundred
thoufand murtbers are perpetrated every year —Such are the ef-
fe@s of the Slave Trade, profecuted by an_'ﬁm, and receiving
the fanction of their Laws ! ,

y B deteftable,
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deteftable, and call down the vengeance of Heas
ven ®, e Lo

At firft the method was to pra&ife the more .
" gentle arts’ of fraud and circumvention. Under
the thew of friendthip, and the pretence of pro-
firable traffick the poor creatures were enticed
to bring their Gold, and other precious articles of
merchandize on Shipbeard ; and there, oh ! hor-
rid profanation of public Faith! were robbed of
their property, Joaded with chains, and delivered
over to perpetual Slavery. - - .

-This condu¢t gave an alarm, and made the Na-
tives diftruftful of the Strangers, who then pro-
ceeded to the mode of plunder by open violence.
They landed in force, made the inhabitants of
the Country prifoners, and defpoiled them of
their Goods. Bl‘he eftablithed themfelves; they
built ‘Forts, and lez’t their Agents. The bufinefs
of thefe Mifcreants is to foment, by every wicked
art, divifions amopg the Natives, They inflame
their paffions by fupplying :them with fpirituous
Liquors. - They engage them in perpetual quar-
rels, and thus at an eafy price, which party fo-
ever is vi€torious, poffefs themfelves of all who
are made prifoners in thefe ‘wars, thus fabricated
by our treachery +, In this mianner. have we
proceeded, and by this, and various other modes
of Injuftice, do we at length plunder the country
of its inhabitants to the amount of one hundred
thoufand perfons every year j.

# Sce the ch. 5. of Benezet, whofe Hift. of Guihcz.‘ I recom.
mend to every advocate for the Rights of Humanity.

1+ On this part of the fubje@ fee Mr. Clarkfon’s excellent
Prize Eﬂ'ar on the Slavery and Commerce of the Human Specices

particularly the roth ch.
§ See Anderfon on Trade and Commerce.

E3 When
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When it is conlidored that of this great number
#ot ome becomes willingly a Slave; that at the very
idea fopw fall diftracted with hoirer, and others
deftsoy themflves from defpair, and that many
thoufands every year cruclly and miferably pe-
rith——how enormous. appears the guilt of thofe
who perfopally perpetrate thefe crimes, of thofn
alfo who defend, and of thofe who give Legal
Sanction to thefe Iniquities !

« How dreadful, fays Mr. Benezet, is this
Slaye Trade, whereby many thoufands of our
fellow creatures, free by natyre, endued with the
fame ratiopal faculties, and called wo be heirs of
the fame falvation with us, are, truly and proy
perly fpeaking, murchered every year! for it is
mot neceflary, in order to convi@t a man of Mur-
ther, to make it appear that he had an liention
to commit Murther, Whoever does by unjuft
force or viglence deprive another of his Liberty,
and while he hath himp. in_his power continues-fo
to opprefs him by enuel treatment, as eveatually
to occafion: his death, is aGually guilty of Mur-
ther.” To which let me add, That in Murthen
there are no Acqfories. All who are any way
aiding or abetting, befare ar after, are Principals.

“ Where a prifoner (%gally confined). dieth by
durefs of the Goaler, the Law implies Malice,
by reafon of the Cruelty,” and malicious homi.
cide iy Murther. Surely then the argument ap»

lies at leaft with equal force againft him who

ath no juftifiable authority, as againft an officer
legally appointed, but by exceeding the limits of
his autharity being the caufe of Death.  Fagther,
s If 2 man by harfh and unkind ufage put anather
Jato fuch a pafiion. of gyicf, or fear, thar cheggcy
: ' ' gieher
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gither die fyddenly, or contraét fome difeafe where
of he dies, though m a human judicature it does
not come under the judgmem of Felony, yet this
is Murther in the fight of God.” To this pu
declare feveral of our Lawyers of high reputation,
By the iniquitous pratices of the European
Faltors, too truly fpeaking Malefattors, are
thefe beautiful and fertile countries, once full of
inhabicants, now turned into a defolate defart.
One author defcribes chém as reduced to a moft
miferable condition by being ftripped of their in-
habitanes. Frequently, fays he, fpeaking of the
tountry near the Gold and Slave Coaft, when
ng through it before the laft wars, I have feen
abound with fine well-built towns, enriched
with vaft quantities of corn, cattle, palm wine,
sadoil. The inhabitants all applying themfelves
to agriculture, fome fowing corn, ,otﬁcrs prefling
oily or drawing wine from the Palm-trees. But
though formerly ﬁ:‘rowerful and populous, it is
a profent fo drained of its inhabitants as to be
entirely ruined; infomueh that there do not re-.
main fufficient to till the Countty *. o
In confequence of this depepulation neir the fea,
the ravages committed by the Slave merchants are
extended over the internal parts of Africa, and to
fuch a diftance, that in the Cargoes (as they are
called) of men chained and driven like brute
beafts, forhetimes are found Afiatic Blacks mixed
with the African Negroes. ‘
Thefe poor creatures are driven a journey,
forhetimes of feveral months; and to-fecure them
they are tied together by the neck, at about 3

E4 yard
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yard diftant from cach other, thirty or forty in'a
ftring, each-with a load of merchandize upon his
head. When arrived at the place of their defti-
nation they are put into prifon together ; then all
brought out and by the Surgeons thoroughly ex-
amined, naked, both men and women, without
the leaft diftin€tion or modefty, The unfortu-
nate perfons who are approved, are then branded
with a burning iron, and returned to prifon, till
they are forced on board the fhips. .
Another method of fecuring them pracifed b
thefe inhuman merchants, is to place the right
hand of each upon a log of wood, and faften it
there. by a ftaple fitted to the wrift, and driven
into .the wood, which being of an enormous
weight they are neceffitated to fupport fometimes
with the other hand and fometimes to bear it upon
the head *, -
.. In a journal of a Liverpool veflel it is recorded;
that intormation had been received on bodrd the
thip, - ¢ that the people were gone to war within land;
for Prifoners,”, in hopes of which they " ftaid.
« That four touns were burnt, and the Slaves ex.
petled.  That -they faw each night Towns bursing,
but heard that the inland Negroes were viclorious,
fo that ic is feared this War will be unfuccefsful.” .
In another journal, an agent applies to fome
King in the Country for Slaves, The King fays
he has not yet been fuccefsful, having been twice
repulfed in attempting tp break up two towns; but
he hoped for better luck in a Battle. . The bat-
tle was ‘fought, and four thoufand five hundred
mgn*{lain on the, fpot.

*® Sce Clarkfon, p. 30,
Whea
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" When on Shipboard, the mifery.and ‘defpera<
tion of thefe poor creatures arifes to fuch a heighty
that many go Mad, many drown themfelves, ma-
ny. ftarve themfelves to-death®. - - ‘ -

Captain. Phillips was advifed to cut off the Legs
and Arms of fome of them, as other Captains had
dane, to terrify .che reft, and thus to recomcile them
to their Slavery. Bur this he refufed to do.: In
a ftate of fincere repentance for having been con-
cerned. in . this.-iniquitous traffick, he makes &
public confeflian to the following purport. That
 the year 1749 he failed from Liverpool to the
coalt of Guinea; went up into the inland coun-
try,. and had a conference with a Negroe King,
concerning the purchafe of Slaves. The next
day was appointed for viewing them, when he
found about two hundred confined in one place.’
But here, fays he, ¢« How fhall I relate the af-
feting fight 1 there beheld! how can I fufi-
ciently defcribe the filent forrow which appeared’
in the countenance of the afflicted father, the:
painful anguifh of the tender mother, expeting
to be for ever feparated from their offspring : the
diftrefled maid wringing her hands in  prefage of
her future wretchednefs, and the general cry ‘of
the innocent from a dreadful apprehenfion of the
perpetual flavery to which they were doomed !

nder a fenfe of my .offence-to God, in the per-
fons.of thefe his creatures, (for I purchafed ele-
ven) 1. make this confeflion, hoping to excite an
abhorrence of the deteftable pra&ice of trading
in our fellow creatures, and in fome meafure to

~ & See Fauconbridge, and feveral other accounts lately pul
lithed concerned ’mehncholy and truly tragical evcnt);. pub-

S atone
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atana for ing ia this wicked traflack, and
g Et as a Chriftian *.»

my auty
s fupplement to this, and as abfolute su-.

thority upon the point, I beg leave to recommend
a Pimphlec wricten by the Rev. Mr. Newton,
eance himdelf concerned as Captain Phillips was in
this bufisefs, but now a very worthy, learned,
and exemplary Divine of the Church of England.

As chefc poer creatures are forcibly d
fsom their home, and their families, and thus
usjuttly and cruelly doomed to confinement and
mifery, it is very natural, and very juftifiable im
thaoa by any means in their power to ateempt the
recovery of their liberty, even by the death of
their Qpprefloss. On board the Ship' of ene
Harding. this attempt was made by fome men and
wonien: Slawes, but failed. Harding featenced
famae to & cracl death, making, theny firlk cat she
heart and liver of onc of thofe he had killed.
The womer he hoifted by tlie thumbs, whi 5
and (eflied with knives till they died }. Volumes
of fimilar epormities might be produced———bug
¥ feel myfelf unable to tranfcribe any more, and
mufl a to the heart, and conicience of every
impertial man ta decide whether fuch proceedings
ought in any country,. diretly or indireétly, w
receive the lealt degree of fupporr. .

I am net a ftranger to that fort of Philofophy
which derides the fenfibility that now opprefies

me : which holds in contempt the very ides of -

Benevolence, ftricly fo called, and all principles
aof Ation that may be derived from i¢5  refolving

® For more particular information, fce in feveral places Beve-
2t¢, from whom thls account is ip great meaure taken.
3 Scc Benezet, pirbs, &, -
the
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the Whole of Human Condodl, immediately, or
ultimately to the fole makive of Seif-Lowe. There
is alfo a modeof fingular affeGation now prevalent
among us, famethiog diffcrent from this Philofo-
phy, and yetin fome degree related to it. A fort
of pretended Infenfibility, and: Indifference t alk
that s in this world. A man of this caft
would 3s foan fee one gf his felow-creatures: ex=
tended on the Rack, as fee him made happy:
would with equal apathy hear of a city and ol its:
inhabisants deftroyed by fire, or fwsllowed vp by
aR earthquake, as receive informalon of its prefe
perity by lome fignal blefing of Pravideace. And
thowugh he wopld not. give himelf the trouble to
do any pefiiive harm, would not move a fi to
aa-f‘ocm a:)b);r bene}mlcnt 'g&cﬁ;P E:::_‘aﬂy ;ﬁn’n&fo
rent are thele perfons to the. happinefs og
of others ;. and?:aukl be as well pleafed with the
continuance as with. the Abolition of Slavery,
Wish_fuch Philofophers it is.in vain to i
the caufe of Humanity ;. but with thofe of an: unw
hiafed mind and.a benewolent fpirit, I fhall hope
for pardan, if I requeft 3 moment of their time
and astention, while I endeavour to fhew thatr
Bewevelence, or the Love of athers, is no: lefs
%‘r;&ly a diftinét past of Human Nature than Selfe

ve.

It is. evident ta demoaftration, that Man could
net create himfelf, but that he muft receive his
Being,. his Powers, his. Facultics, and all che con..
Ritvent .of his Nature from fome fupetior
Pawer, from God. Ii. feems. alfo thas God: dids
not. intend Man 10 be a- meer folitary creature,.
hut.that he thanld be coane&ed with his fellows:
in-bis owa clafs of Brings. O this fumﬁl:«iom

. an



N
Man was plainly intended to exift in a2 double’
capacity, as an Individual, and as a Member of -
Society. --Now as it is univerfally allowed, that
for the prefervation and well-being of the Indivi-
dual God has beftowed upon him the principle of
Self-Love, it may reafonably be prefumed, that
for the prefervation and well being of Society, he
would alfo beftow the Principle of Benevolence.’
The Supreme and Perfet Workman cannot be
imperfe& in his operations, or leave the principal
partof his performance defective. If he intended
that Man fhould exift in this double charater,
and furnifhed him with powers and faculties pro- .

for his exiftence, what reafon can be given
why he fhould make a provifion for one part
only,. and totally negleét the other? why he
thould provide for the leaft important part, and
overlook that which is of infinitely greater impor-
tance ? for there is no comparifon in point of im-'
portance, between the welfare of ait Individual,
and the welfare of Society.: -If then God thought’
proper to provide Man with paffions for the good'
of the Individual, he would not forget thofe for the
good of Society. But if Benevolence, or the
Love:of others, were totally and univerfally era-
dicated from the Human Conftitution, it is an
impoffibility that Human Society could be con--
tinued. ‘And therefore we may fafely conclude
that God originally gave-to Man, as a true and real
motive of Condu&, the Principle of Benevolence,
- Thefe two Principles in human nature, are not
unlike to two plants growiag near together-in the
fame foil; of which, if one be cultivated, and
the other negleéted, the onc will, by a fuperflu-
ous growth, overpower and deftroy the- oth;r ¢
Co ut
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.but if each receives a due and pr’oger cultivation,
both will thrive, and profper well together. So
is it with refpet to the two diftin& Principles of

.Self-Love and Benevolence. And that they are
truly diftin Principlés perhaps may be better
proved by Fa& than by Reafon. In numberlefs
cafes exciting Compaffion, Man is carried inftan-

-taneoufly into Action by an inftinétive impulfe,
before RefleGtion can poffibly take place, and his
conduét is determined lefs by Reafon than by Sen-
fibility. There may be, and I fuppofe there are
Exceptions : but they, who are the examples of
thefe Exceptions, are, in my opinion, much to
be pitied, if indeed they do not deferve fevere
-condemnation. ' For it is the duty of every Man
to cultivate thofe paffions and affe@tions, which
lead him to the good of others, with equal care
as he does thofe which lead him to his own good.
And indeed a contrary condu& is not more a
.breach of Duty, than a rebellion againft Nature.
Jnfomuch that Cruelty is generally denominated
Inhuman, as being contrary to the general and in-
ftin&ive impulfe of Humanity. Yet it is too
well known that Men, by giving a licentious and
unbounded fway to the Selfith Principle, may to.
tally extinguifh every emotion of Benevolence;
may ftand forth abandoned and execrable mon-
-fters in Nature ; may even both attually practife

. and deliberately defend the Traffick in Human
Blood. *But at the fame time let all fuch be in-
formed, .that God has given his laft and perfe®
difpenfation upon this ground, that Benevolence
4s an Effential part of the ‘Human Frame: and

-that he has not only made the Chriftian Inftitu-
tion conformable to every emotion of this moft
S amiable
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smiable principle, but has required the exercife of
it, according to our ::?cﬂive ficcations, notonly
as a diftinguithin charatteriftic mark, but
an abfoluve and indifpenfible duty of the Profef-.
fion. Let them be informed that the Diftin&ions
of Men in Civil Society cannot exempt them from -
this Duty. That High and Low, Rich and
Poor, are all equally bound by it. That the
Cafuiftical determinations of Lawyers are vain
and delufive: that Politicians cannot authorize
injuftice and cruelty : chat the Permiffions or
San&ions of Human Legiflators, and the world-
ly interefts of Commercial men are of no account
in the fight of God: that the bloody cruelties of
all who are concerned diretly or indire@ly in

oting the horrid Traffick of our brethren in
ature and Blood, are all naked and apen to the
. eyes of him with whom we have to do; who is of
urer eyes than to behold fuch iniquities but with
Eetcﬂuion; and who for thefe things will cail
every man into judgement, ard willn§
nith fuch daring Rebellion, as overturns, and fo
far as it extends, totally eradicates his moft bene-
volent difpenfation. .

That the Parliament of Great Britin, an af-
fembly of Chriftian Legiflators, fhould give fanc-
tion to fuch abominable deeds, direttly or indi-
re&tly, that they fhould condefcend to give to
the Slave Trade any notice butto ordain its Abo-
lition, is indeed very ftrange; buc shat a Reve-
rend Divine fhould prockaim ic defenfible by -
Scripture is truly aftonithing. : °

Let us charicably fuppofe that ignorance of the
true merits of the cafe, that delwfion from falfe
reprefentations, that impreflions from the Fskt

idea
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. idea of profit, without a duc eenfideration of the
Sowrces of that profit, that & want of atstention
- g0 the real gvils attendant upon an imaginary
good, may have pradyced thefe indefenfible pro-
ceedings : let us fuppofe any caufe rather than a
hardened mwalignity of heart, and open defiance
of the Aimighg‘;

As w0 the Commercial advanteges fally pre-
tended, [ cannot deign to give them a moment’s
confideration. They are unjuft, wicked, indefen-
fible in the exereme, nor, be they what they may,
ean any human iaftitution w!utfoever*g‘ve a
proper fantion. But farther, thefe Commercial
advantages, faid to arife from the Slave Trade,
may demonftratively be better prometed by its
votal abolition, than by its continuance; as I
doubt not will be fully thewn in due time.

The apprehenfion of danger from the immediase
Emancipation of thofe who are at prefent in the
ftate of Slavery is a meer Chimara; becaufe the
fmmediate Emancipation i8 not defired; and the
rurbulence of Spirit, faid to have been already
fhewn by them on the expeftation of it, is an ex~
aggeration, if not a forgery. And even on fup-

fition of a general emancipation, yet they
wauld all be abfolutely difarmed, and a fingle re-
giment under the dire&ion of the civil Magiftrate
would preforve the whole Ifland of Jamaica ia
perfe& fecurity. This however is all pretenee;
- the Negroes are not blind to their own intereft and
happinefs. But a gemere/ and immediate manu-
mi does not feem to be required. Suppefe
that they who have been feven years in Slav
immediately receive Political Exiftence, and be
upon the footing of hired fervantsy that they lvlvlano

ve
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-have been fix'years, receive their freedom in ene,
they of five years in two, they of four years in
three, they of three years in four, they of two
years in five, they of one year in fix: but for the
fuyture, and from the Erefcnt moment, let all
farther Importation be abfolutely abolithed. Or
let any other mode of Emancipation he agreed on
that fhall be confonant to found Policy, provided
alfo that it be confiftent with the precepts of the
Gofpel, and the Rights of Humanity. What is
to be feared? Our benevolent and- amiable bre-
thren, under the common denomination of Quak-
ers, have fet us a noble example: They, from
a fenfe of duty and confcience, to their immortal
honour have made the experiment; they have
found it unattended with evil, attended with good:
and it is certain, that the fame good effects would
. follow the fame experiment wherefoever it fhall be
made. In proof of this and feveral important ar-
ticles relative to it, and confequent upon it, I
muft refer the reader to Mr. CLlarkfon, -and the
other authors who have written upon this part of
the fubjet. : , o

Yet after all, it would not be confiftent with
candour not to confefs that the native inhabitants
of many kingdoms in Africa, to what caufe foever
their mifery may be attributed, in general are at
prefent, and have been for the courfe of many
years in a moft deplorable condition: in a con-
dition next in mifery to that of Weft-Indian Sla-
very, With refpeét to every thing relative to
Religion, where they have not conformed to the
Law of Mahomet, they are for the moft part de-
luded by the groffeft Superftition and Idolatry.
There are indeed in many parts fome cuftoms and -
: ceremonics
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ceremonies, that plainly appear to be of Jewifth.
origin, but thefe in the courfe of time have been
greatly debafed. In fome countries a fpecies of
Superftition is prevalent that feems to be of much
bigher antiquity. On the Weftern coaft, in the
kingdom ot Whidah, in the Empire of Benin,
and in feveral other places, to this day, I believe,
is obferved she worthip of the Serpent. In the
Metropolis of the latter, and in the entrance to
the Royal Palace, which is of prodigious dimen-
fions, the central gate is decorated at the top
with a turret of a {piral form feventy feet high.
Upon the very extremity of this is fixed a large
Copper Serpent, well caft, carved, and bearing
marks of a proficiency in the aris. Within is
an area of fine turf, a quarter of a mile in length,
and near as much in breadth. The entrance to
the King’s dwelling houfe is by a porch, over
which is another Serpent, done probably by the
fame artift as that on the Turret®, This is the
_principal objet of Adoration: and of their high
veneration paid to it the Englith hath a tragical
tonfirmation, as is affirmed by the concurring
teftimony of Barbot, Bofman, and other writers.
When we firft made a fettlement in Whidah, a
Sailor ignorantly Kkilled one of thefe facred Sér-
pents.  The inhabitants to revenge this facrilege,
affembled, attacked the Englith, maffacred them
all, and confumed their bodies and their goods in
the fire they had fet to-their Warehoufes +.

This fpecies of ldolatry, if accurately invefti-
gated, might lead to a very entertaining and in-

® Higt. of Benin, Mod. Un. Hift. Vol. 16.
1 Mod. Un, Hift. of Whidah, Vol. 6. p. 412.

F - ftruétive
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ftructive hiftory. It is well known that Hope
and Fear are the powerful motives to Idolatry as
well as true Religion : that fome objeéts are wor-
fhipped from the hope of Good, and others from
the dread of Evil. And it i not improbable
that fome traditional account, that the Serpent is
the Great Enemy of Mankind, and was from the
beginning the Author of Human Mifery, may
have been tranfmitted from Antediluvian autho-
rity, through the dark ages of ignorance and bar-
barifm; and may have given rife to that fort of
. fuperftitious idolatry of which veftiges may be
traced from the moft Eaftern parts ot Afiato the
Woeftern coaft of Africa: that is, from one extre-
mity of the old world to its very oppofite ex-
treme. This idolatry in fome of the African do-
minions is attended with various rites and cere-
monies, equally abfurd and cruel. But the bar-
barous cuftoms of that favage race of men, called
the Ghiagas, who fubdued many kingdoms in dif-
ferent parts of Africa, being fometimes added to
the national idolatry, are too horrid to be defcrib-
ed. For like fome Idolaters of ancient times,
they flew their children in their facrifices, ufed
' fecret and dreadful ceremonies, and made revel-
lings of ftrange rites. ‘Thefe were carried to a
moft abominable excefs by many of the Ghiagan
princes, paiticularly by two female Commanders,
called Tembandumba, and Zingha, The firft of
whom lived and died a favage monfter. The
other is one of the moft extraordinary charaéters
that has appeared in any age or country. If the
vices of her favage life were great, the virtues of
Ler reformed ftate were great in proportion : in
both fhe fhewed uncommon magnammi?" of re-

- olution.
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folution. She had been driven out of her do-
minions by the Portuguefe, with whom fhe main-
tained a defperate war for feveral years, and at
laft entered into a long political negotiation with
Don John de Soufa, the Portuguefe Viceroy at
Loando, about 1620, in which fhe fhewed as
much artifice and addrefs as any European Nego-
tiator. This correfpondence began in 1648, and
continued ‘to 1651.° During great part of her
time the Ghiagan fuperftition raged in all its hor-
rors. Zingha however after being converted by
the Portuguefe Monks, and having relapfed again
to Heathenifm, at length became, and died, a
fincere Chriftian. She died Dec. 17, 1663, aged
82, and was fucceeded in her Dominions by her
fifter Barbara, alfo a Chriftian®. There feems
to have been the fame fort of management in the
converfion of this Emprefs, ‘as in that of the Em-
" peror Conftantine; a miraculous crofs was made
ufe of on both occafions.

The circumftances related above prove indeed
the Inhabitants of thefe parts of Africa to have
- been to a great degree ignorant and favage; yet

it ought to be remembered, that thefe Ghiagans
‘'were fierce and cruel invaders, who overturned
all Laws and Government, totally ruined the
Country wherefoever they came, and deftroyed,
with the utmoft cruelty, all the inhabitants who
did not join their party. What has been faid be-
fore refpecting the happy circumftances of many
regions of this great continent, and the amiable

_difpofition of the Natives, muft be underftood of

* See Mod. Un. Hitt. Vol. 15, 16, &c. thefe examples contri-

bute to the refutation of the wild affertions that the Africans
are not capable of Religion, &c. &c.

F 2 thofe
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thofe parts, and of thofe peaple who have not
been fubjeted to the ravages of the Ghiagas. In
many parts the Original natives have been extir.
pated by them: in others, where poflibly fome
might have been left, devaftation and cruelties
equal to the Ghiagan, have now been perpetrated
for fome centuries by the European Dealers in
Human Blood. The regions near the fea are in
a great degree depopulated ;: the poor creatures,
who are brought from the inland parts, are doubt-
lefs ignorant, uncivilifed, and, if it is infifted
on, we will fay unhappy. But does this give us
a Tide to entlave them? It may, perhaps, be
faid that they are Slaves in their own country.
‘What then? Does this impreve our title ? it
may poffibly be the unfortunate conftitution of
their country. But what would the King of
France, or the Emprefs of Ruffia fay to the Cap-
tain of a Guinea man, who fhould load his fhip
with their fubjects, under the pretext that they
were Slaves in France or Ruffia? The native'ins
habitants of Africa may probably want nothing
but Weft-Indian Slavery to make their wretched-
nefs compleat : and fhall we, CHRISTIANS, pour
in this dreadful addition to fill to the brim their
meafure of mifery ? oh! hardnefs of heart beyond
imagination ! it 1s faid that Nature gave Man the
moft compaffionate heart when fhe gave him the
power of Tears. -

———— molliffima corda
Humano Generi dare fe Natura fatetur
Qux lacrymas dedit ——

but we are eftranged from our Nature ; we have
no tear to beftow, no heart to feel the fuﬁ'crmgsf
: o
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of thefe our fellow-creatures: oh! fhame that
fuch teproach muft reft upon us without poffibi.
licy of refutation. ‘
pudet, hzc opprobria nobis
Etdici potuiflfe, et non potuiffe refelli.

It is now high time to conclude this very im-
})erfc&‘. and T fear equally ineffe@ual, effore in
avour of thofe who are deeply injured, and utter-
ly unable to help themfelves, with a few fhort
obfervations upon the Nature and Duties of Le-
giflation.~ My intention throughout, is unim-
&eachable, is undoubtedly laudable. But whe:

er that alone may be a fufficient apology fot
many defets, arifing from many difagreeable
caufes, ffom an indiipenfible arcention to inter-
vening avocations, from the preffure of misfor..
tunes, and various other interruptions, muft be
Ieéft to the indulgénce of the candid reader. -

Legiflation then is the moft folemn office, the
moft facred truft in which Man can be concerned,
n the exécution of this office, and the difcharge
of this truft, Men ftand, as it were, in the place

.of God. They are his Delegates. They att for

him. Their duty therefore is to do in" all cafes
(if we be allowed thé phrafe) as he himfélf would
do. This duty is both' Negative and Pofitive,
They ar¢ not to do Evil; and they dre fo do
Good. They are not to do Evil, even that Good
may come. The happinefs and miféry of their
fellow creatures is put into their hands, and they
are by all means in their power to remove the
one and to promote the other. They ought re-
ligioufly to eftablith Juftice, and to temper ftri&
Juﬁice with Mercy. Their decifions fhould alii

~ F3 \
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all inftances be Holy, Juft, and ‘Good. They
fhould be confiftent with the will of God, and the
Natural Rights of Man. Thus, and thus only,
can Legiflators fulfil their own duty, and confirm
the happinefs of Society. Then, when they muft
refign this, and every other Truft in thes life,
though they muft die like Men, they will fall
like Princes, and it may with fome propriety be
faid of them, Ye are Gods. For men cannot in
any refpe€t approach fo near to Divinity of cha-
raé&er, as by conferring Happinefs on Men.

On the contrary, if they carelefsly neglet their
Duty, if they wilfully betray their Truft, if from
a contraction of thought and partial views they
fhall juftify Oppreflion, and give San&ion to
Cruelty, if with deliberate purpofe of mind they
fhall eftablifh Evil and call it Good, the Prophet
plainly fays, Woe unto them! For there is a God
who overfeeth their doings, to whom they are ac-
countable for their determinations. Who hath
ordained his arrows againft all Perfecutors, and
the mifchief of the Oppreflor fhall return upon
his own head.”
~ If farther they fhould in open contradition to
the known will of God, and the acknowledged
Rights of Man, not only indireétly give Sanétion
to Oppreflion, Rapine, Cruelty, and Murther,
bnot even fit in folemn debate on the permiflive
mode of perpetrating thefe horrid crimes——
this would be a degree of ‘profligacy, and hard-
nefs of heart far furpafling that which inftructed
Gladiators in a graceful attitude of expiring, or
tuned the Incendiary’s harp to harmony while his
flames were reducing Imperial Rome, the miftrefs
of the world, to afhes, ‘

But
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* But it cannot be believed that Legiflators fhould
enter into a folemn confultation on the mode of
doing that which they ought not to do; on the
mode they fhall appoint for the commiffion of dn
atrocious crime, that ought to fill their minds
with horror. For this would partake in no fmall
degree of that hardened depravity of mind which
gave men indulgencies and a formal permiffion to

commit Sin. o
It has indeed been publicly aflerted, but furely
cannot be true, that under the forms of ferious
debate, one Senator, making pretence of fome
reformartion in the manner of carrying on this
bufinefs, gave a folemn affurance to another ftre-
nuous advocate for Slavery, that this affumed ap-
pearance of Benevolence thould not be any preju-
dice to the general Traffick in Human Flefh. It
has alfo been publicly afierted that other Senators
have warmly difputed, whether a Negroe, fo ma-
ny inches tall, fhall be a Man Slave or an Infant
Slave. Thefe things (fuppofing them true) would
be matter of juft ridicule, were it not for the
horrors of the crime, and that impenetrable hard-
nefs of heart in which all fuch debate is of necef-
fity involved. For Legiflators - have not any
‘Right to engage in fuppors of a bufinefs which is
inconfiftent with the Will of God and the Rights
of Man; nor can they in the leaft degree be jufti-
fied for entering upon it, except it were totally to
abolith it. They cannot poflibly have any right,
forcibly, without caufe, and without confent,
to deprive any one of Liberty, efpecially one
over whom they cannot pretend to have any ju-
rifdiction ; and as they cannot be juftified for giv-
ing fanction to Murther, they cannot, properly,
F 4 give
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give fau&ion to Slavery, which certainly ends in
murthetr, whether the perfon murthered be of ma.
ture or infant age. Their Power is not difputed.
Their Right is in the moft abfolute and exprefs
terms denied. In England the Power of Parlias
ment was once exerted to punifh by burning alive
for a fpeculative difference of religious opinion.
Horrid as it is, hiftorical evidence proves the
fa&t; but will any one fay, that the determina.
tion, for I cannot call it Law, was to be juftified,
or that it was entitled to Qbedience? In the fame
light I view Determinations concerning the Trade
in Human Blood. They are abfolutely and ef-
fentially-Evil : they are therefore from the begin-
ning void; noris there any thing to fupport them
"but meer Power. They are, really, more abomi-
nable than the bloody ftatutes of the bloody-
minded Henry; inafmuch as they fubftitute a
lingering death by torture both of body and mind,
in room of a fpeedy one by Fire. Henry’s Per-
fecutions affe¢ted only a few Individuals, but
thefe, Kingdoms, Millions; Millions too, over
whom this Nation cannot poffibly pretend to
have any Jurifdiction or Authority.

Farther, under the hypocritical preteace of Be-
nevolence to eftablifh regulatioas for the forcible
feparation of a Man from his Property, is to tura
Virtue into Vice, and, in this inftance, to make
it a San&ion for Robbery.  Kor, with refpe®t to
Invafion of Right, it is much the fame thing, whe-
ther I violently take away his property from the
Man, or the Man from his propesty; only in the
latter cafe the Cruelty is infinitely encreafed, as at
the fame time he is torn from all the endearments
of family, friends, and country. And if?a Légal

) ncion
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fanftion is piven to fuch proceedings, whatfoeves
the pretences may be, the meafure takes for grant-
ed the very thing that enght firft to be demon«
ftrated, That the thing to be done is in its nature
Juftibable. Thac itis confiftent with the Will of
God and the Rights of Man; with the Laws of
Juttice and Mercy. But the aét of forcing the
Africans into Shivery is in every confideration
abfolutely unjuftifiable. In every a&tion there is
a beginning, a middle, and an end. The begin«
ning of thts, Avarice, Injuftice, and Oppreffion :
the middle is Fraud, Violence, and Rapine: the
end, Slavery, Torture, and Death,

Though conicientionfly perfuaded, and ration<
ally convinced of the fbfoluta Evii of this inhuman
‘Traffick, yet am I not fo far an Enthufiaft for -
its: Reformation as to be blind to the inconvenien-
cies artending apvecipitaxe, an univerfal, and im-
mediate Emanctpation. A Yatal Abolisiom from
the prefent moment, of all farther Importation,
with a gradual Emancipation of thofe unhappy
perfons ‘at. prefent enflaved, fuch as is confiftent
with found policy, and produsiiwe of excroufed Com-
mercial advantages, is all that is requefted ; and
can this be r;o ty dc&ied.? I ifv:c: and acknow-
ledge that fome particular ons who have
deeply engaged themfelves inpt?:is unwarrantable

efs may poffibly be involved in fome trou-

ble, and may fuffer fome lofs. But particulay
evils ought mot to ebftrutt a General Good.
Nor fhould the: wickednefs in which any perfon
may have voluntarily engaged himfelf, be eicher s
for comtinuance of the enormity, or an
abfolution from: its confequences. There may be
forrow for the Criminal; forrow for his loffes

- arifing
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arifing from his crimes : but neverthelefs, it is con-
trary to all juftifiable principles of Legiflation to

ive proteétion to his offences, merely becaufe he
ﬁas to a degree, uncommonly enormous, offended
againft common Juftice, and Humanity, and the
pofitive precepts of the Chriftian Religion.
. Let us fuppofe that a Trader has attually re-
ceived, as he has the effrontery publickly to aver,
goo,000l. from the King of Spain, on condition
of tranfporting annually to the Spanifh iflands
3000 Slaves by 600 in‘a Ship——this, in the
firtt inftance, is a horrid iniquity. But a plan is
in agitation to relieve, in fome meafure, the mi-
fery of thofe poor creatures, by obliging this trad-
er to carry in one fhip only 400, inftead of 6co.
‘This meafure, at the time that it leflened their
mifery, would inde¢d, in fome degree, lefien the
gains from his iniquitous contract. He therefore
prefents a petition, praying to be exempted from
complying with this a& ‘of kindnefs, and to be
permitted to proceed in the cuftomary method.
His petition is granted. O tempora! O.mores!

That a Real Chriftian thould engage in fuch a
contract isimpoffible. A nominal Sectarift js no-
thing, For it is not the oftentation of the Name,
but the prattice of the Duties that conftitutes the
Chriftian. :

,And he who deliberately aéts in open defiance,
and diret contradition to the known will of God,
and the fundamental Laws of Chrift’s Infticution,
I muft repeat it, is not a Chriftian. Such a one
is an Apoftate in the worft acceptation of the
word, and it is equally a mockery of God, and
an infult upon common fenfe to give him that

Appellation.
PP . That
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That fuch' a petition, from fuch'a perfon,
thould be fuffered to be prefented to a Legiflature
of Chriftians, is wonderful! that a Legiflature of
Chriftiaps thould grant it, were it not fat, would
be thought incredible. For in this cafe, right
or wrong never can have been taken into con- -
fideration; and the meer gain to an individual,
by an unjuftifiable commerce, is all that has been
thought worthy of attention.

Ye Sons of Rome, let money firft be fought;
" Virtue is only worth a fecond thought,
- This maxim echoes thro’ the Bankers ftreet,
~ While young and old the pleafing ftrain repeat;
" —My friend get money, get a large Eftate
By any means, get it at any rate®.
o 'FraNcrs,
But on fuppofition of the Total Abolition of
the Slave Trade, fo far as we. are engaged in it,
it is faid that the advantages arifing from it would
only be transferred to the Spanifh, Portuguefe,
French, Dutch, or any other who may be con-
cerned it : that this effort would only remove the
malady from one part to another, not eradicate
- it: that we thould lofe the profit and give it to
our neighbours. In God’s name be it fo, if b
relinquithing the profit, we ftand clear of the
Fu’nlt. But this argument from profit entirely
ofes its force when we confider that greater na-
tional advantages would really arife from a dif.
® Ocives, cives quzranda Pecunia primum eft ;
Virtus poft nummos ; hzc Janus {ummus ab imo

Perdocet ; hazc recinunt juvenes diata fenefqu
~——Rem facias Rem— cfque

~——Quocunque modo Rem,— ,
: ferent



( 92)
ferent mode of commiere¢ with Africa, by taking
in exchange for our commodities, inftead of Na-
tives, the Salt Petre, Ivory, Gums, Medicinal
Drugs, Silver, Gold, and many othér very vas
luable articles, of which the Continent of Aftie
ca is a Source abfolutely inexhauftible. If to this
we add the farther confideration, that the peculiar
bapnefs of the Wefi Indian plantation may alfo be
better conduéted by the Abolition than by the
Continuance of Slavery, and more to the advan-
tage both of the Public and- the Planters them-
felves : that the continuance is Jmpolitic in the
highieft degree, and is folely owing to the obfti-
nate, perverfe, and hardened Iniquity of profli-
gate and mercenary individuals, and chat thefe
points are ad capable of direct demonftration as
any propefition in Euclid; it may be hoped that
the Public will, in this inftance, fo far interfere as -
to oblige thefe Individuals to accept of their own
Good, and at the fame time promote the Good of
the Public. From the beft information that {
have been able, at no fmall trouble, to colle&,
verily believe that all I have here advanced is
ftrictly true. But I fhall not enter upon this
part of the fubje& on which Mr. Clarkfon has
promifed us a diftinct treatmeat, in which I pro-
hecy that he will prove, what I have now hinted,
in a very full and fatisfactory manner *. -
. he

- # Sidce thefe pitpers were delivered to the Prefs, FRave hatd
the pleafure of perufing Mr. Clarkfon’s incomparable Effay on the

mpolicy of the Slave Trade. Nothing more need ndw,"or can
indeedy be fliid upon the fubjed. It is univerfally confefled that .
this hosrid trafick: is inconfiftent with every principle of Hu-
manity, with every Rule of Moral Duty, with m Precept-of
the Chriftian Religion. Yet Political Nyecdﬁw, many, has
its weight, and has been urged as an unanfwerable plea in VOI;I'(
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The plea from Humanity urged by a noble
Peer, ﬂ:zing, thae if we dictly no:g:akebZhe Slaves,
they would be murthered, cannot be admitted,
being entirely imaginary, In ecafe it were true,
immedjate Death is really preferable to Aoders
$layery. But on the other hand, if it be alfo
true, that by an Abolition, fo far as we are con.

- cerned, the Commerce would ftill be carried on
by others, the Objeflion falls to the Ground, as
the African Slave-fellers would ftill have their
market, and not have any pretence for immediate
murther. - : )

But how cutting muft fuch difquifitions be to
every heart of common fenfibility! and how ab-
horrent is the genuine Spirit of Chriftianity of all
fuch deteftable practices! Alas! why do 1 men.
tion the Spirit of Chriftianity ? fince a Religioug
Principle has long ceafed to be a Principle of
Conduét; and in 1ts fall has dragged down with
it alrif;gﬂucn}c‘e even dc:f tl;e Moral Principles,
wherefoever they are thought to carry an
ficion to the ac:zrfed Lul?%f Lucre. 7 oppe

How far views merely mercantile, and cafuif-
try merely political, may juftify Legiflators on the
day of Judgement and final Retribution, muft
be left to the righteous decifions of that impor-
“tant hour, when the fecrets of all hears fhall be

this pra@ice, becaufe, according to the F Neceffity has
o Law: But Mr. Clarkfon has now decided this point by ab-
folute demonftration. He has fhewn it to be Detrimental to the
Individuals concerned in it, Detrimental to the Public, and in
every poffible view highly Impolitic. 'We have therefore nothing
now to do but wait with patience, and fee whether the Iron
hand of Power, in ﬁ:rporﬁng the obftinate wickednefs of a very
few profligate Individuals, will ftrike down every confideration
from Religion and Morals, from Common Humanity,

and from
what, with many feems to be worth all the reft, Sound Palicy.
. difclofed,
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~ difclofed, and every one receive according to his
deeds and his intentions ; and when he, who hath
fhewn no Mercy, fhall receive judgment without
Mercy. With refpe&t to the Individuals con-
cerned, the riches acquired by thefe iniquitous
practices will then be as a fore burthen dragging
the mortal péffeflors to perdition, and happy
would it have been for them, if, inftead thereof, a
milftone had firft been hanged about their necks,
and chemfelves drowned in the depth of the fea.

Having, as I think, fairly proved what I un-
dertook, namely, that Negroes are Men, that they
are capable of an idea of Civil Government, of Mo-
ral Diftinitions of Religion, of a God, and a Future
State of Exiftence; 1 muft take the liberty to affert
in the moft unreferved terms, that as Men they have
an abfolute Right to Life, to Limb, to Property,
and to Liberty : that, as they are not under our
Jurifdi&ion, to invade their country, and by
fraud and force to deprive them of thefe bleflings,
and to give fanction to fuch proceedings, directly
or indirectly, is an action abfolutely indefenfible,
and highly criminal. I fhall therefore now con-
clude thefe imperfeét obfervations with a thort,
but earneft, addrefs to the different orders in the
Britifh Legiflature. -

To the members of the loweft Order I would,
with all proper deference, infinuate, and call to
their recolleétion, that they profefs themfelves to
be the Guardians of Civil Liberty, the Protectors
of the Injured, the Redreflors of Wrongs, the
Avengers of Oppreffion, the Affertors of the Na-
tural Rights of Man. That under thefe moft
refpetable denominations, and in this charaéter
they are, at this inftant, with unufual vehemence

' ' ftraining
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ftraining ‘every nerve in favour of thofe whom
they fuppofe to have fuffered injury in Afia: and
that to preferve confiftency of Charatter, they
ought with equal zeal to exert themfelves in fa-
vour alfo of thofe whom they muft not only fup-
- pofe, but really kmow, to have fuffered feverer in-
juries in Africa,” For the maxims of common
Juftice are of an Univerfal Nature, and their ope-
ratiop thould be extended equally to all the Na-
tions upon earth. A

To thofe of the middle Order, and of heredi-
tary right 'to a place in that honourable ftation,
I would, with all proper humility, reprefent, that
although by the elevation of their rank they are
raifed far above the fight, they fhould not be
above the fenfe of human mifery. They are edu-
‘cated under a Syftem of Honour, and on this foun-
dation areinftruéted to build Virtue. Now. true Ho-
nour joined with real Virtue, even exclufively of
Religion, forms a refpetable Charaéter; a Cha-
ralter that certainly does not repudiate Univerfal
Benevolence. Real Virtue will delight in doing
Good: and all that is really Good is an Effential
part of true Honour. To this noble Principle,
Juftice and Mercy make their fupplication in the

" moft emphatic terms for the natural rights of
Millions inhumanly invaded—of Millions of in-
nocent perfons, torn by barbarities unparalleled,
by Cruelties beyond all power of defcription.
Thefe injured and miferable men, for redrefs of
thefe injuries, apply to your Honour, for relief
under their miferies to your Compaffion. .

To the moft reverend members of this middle
Order, who are cloathed in Purple and fine Linen and
fare fumptnoufly every day, 1 humbly recowmegd a

“. condult



( 96 )

conduét confiltent with the peculiarity of their
chara&er, and the benevolent precepts of our
Religion; a kind attention to the poor
at the gate, full of fores: entreating them not to
leave him to the dogs to lick them, but to admi-
nifter the Comforts diated by Chriftian Charicy.

To that auguft Perfon, who conftitutes the

igheft Order of our Legiflature, I apply myfelf
with the greateft confidence, on the knowledge
of his excellent, and moft amiable difpofition. 1f
then determinations relative to the Slave Trade
fhould be brought before you, Sir; to be con-
firmed as Law; except for its Total Abolition,
it is the earneft, the devout wifh of all meén,
that you may inftantly cruth théem. The mattér,
Sir, refts entirely with you. Your confent or
refufal will eftablifh the happinefs ot mifery of
Millions.. If it be poffible that the loweft Order
of that Legiflature, of which you are higheft, at.
tending only to the clamours of a partial intereft,
fhould difregard the calls of Juftice and Mercy 5 _
if it be poffible that Lords Temporal fhould hold
in contempt their Honour, and Lords Spiritual;
their Religion; fill it is in your power to pre-
vent, in this inftance, the fad confequences of
fuch a ftate of Profligacy. A

You well know, Sir, the relative duties of a
Matter, a Father, a King, a Chriftian; and you
nat only know the Theory of thefe Duties, but
are exemplary in the praétice. Permit me then
to lay betore you the heart-rending fituation of
the * afflited father, the anguifh of the tender
" mother, now to be for ever feparated from their
beloved offspring : the diftrefled maidén wring-
ing her hands in prefage of her approaching

: o wretched-
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wretchednefs: the general cry of the innocent
' from a dreadful - apprehenfion of that perpetual

- Slavery to which they are devoted.” ’Tis like

fome hideous dream! one fcarce can be perfuad-
ed that fuch a Scene is an atual Reality, con-
ftantly performed without remorfe, and without
reftraint by your Subje@ts. But you have a
heart, Sir, ‘alive to the emotions of truly Chriftian
Benevolenee: and as a Father, as a Hufband, as
a Chriftian, can feel the miferies of thefe deeply in-
jured objeéts of your Compaffion. :

The writer of thefe Lines, though unknown to
you, knows many of your truly benevolent Ac-
tions. Though the number of his friends be very
fmall, yet even in that {mall number he perfonal-
ly knows, and therefore ean confidently proclaim;
many - inftances of your generous fenfibility in
cafes of common diftrefs and afflition. With ftrick
truth, and without fear of the charge of Adula-
tion, 1 might expatiate on this fubjeét,

But Cazfar’s Majefty would fure refufe
_The feeble prailes of a humble Mufe,” -
- Nor I with confcious modefty fhould dare
Attempt a {ubject I waat ftrength to bear +.

FraNcis.

" You have already fhewn the compaffionate difpo-
fition of your heart to mitigate the heavieft of
all human woes. Oh! permit it, Sir, to exercife
nfelf ftill farcher on this uwcommon, this moft im.

+ Si quantum cuperem poffem quoque— fed neque parvura
Carmen Majeftas recipit tua, nec meus audet
Rem tentare pudor quam vires ferre recufant.

Hor. Ep.
G ' portant
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portant occafion. Permit the piercing cries, the
dyinF groans of Nations, by your SubjeQs
cruelly opprefled and enflaved, not only to move
your tendernefs, but to produce their proper and
tull effe@. By one great effort of Juftice and of
Mercy enjoy the Benedictions of Millions by you
made happy. ‘

Permit me, Sir, to lay before you the words of
Bartholomew de las cafas, Bithop of Chapia, to the
Emperor Charles V. on a fimilar application.

¢ The faving the lives of thoulfnpds inhumanly
opprefled is my fole obje&t. The cruel treatment
ot them is too horrid to be mentioned. It is faid,
that barbarous exccutions are neceffary : but to
whom is this owing ? to blacken thefe unhappy
Kcoplc, their opprefiors affert that they are fcarce

uman creatures. But what right have we ta en-
flave a People who are born Free, and who never
offended us? they are reprefented as a ftupid
people : addi@ed to Vice; but have they not con-
tracted their Vices from the Chriftians? Lec us
not flatter our Corruptions, nor voluntarily blind
ourfelves. A/l nations are equally Free. One
nation has no right to infringe upon the freedom
of any other. Let us do towards thefe people as
we would have them to have done towards us,
if they had landed upon our fhore with the fame
fuperiority of Scrength, The Apoftles fubmitted
to chains themfelves, but loaded no man with
them. Chrift came to free, not to enflave, us.
Thoufands perith every year through want, fa-
tigue, mercilefs punithment, crueley and barbe-
rity. If the blood of Ore unjuftly fhed calls aloud
for Vengeance, how ftrong muft be the cry of
that of Thoufands, which is fhedding daily! Hea-
: ven
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vén will one day call you to account for the num-
berlefs a&s of Crucrty which you might have
prevented.”
" Thefe are the words of this good Bifhop to the
Emperor, who applauded his zeal, and promifed
to fecond it 5 but an Interef in continuing the Op-
?”ﬁ”" operated {o far that nothing was done, . ~
Aay a contrary effect attend this humble fup-
plication ! and never, oh! never may it be ne-
ceflary for 'you to pray as David did, Deliver mé
Jrom Blood guiltine(s, Ok God!

: Lo N

P. S. Since the preceding pages were printed,
the Author has had the pleafure of reading three
anfwers to the Scriptural Refearches of Mr. H. one
by Mr. Ramfey, another by Mr. Dannett, and
the third, without the name of its author, under
the Title of a Seriptural Refutation. Far be it
from me to infult a faller foe; and I therefore
hope that Mr. H. will not think it the infolence
of triumph, if I pay the debt of common juftice
to fuperior merit, by publithing the compleat
Victory obtained by thefe authors over their An-
tagonift. Who have traced him thirough all the
turns, windings, and fubterfuges of his intricate
and delufive labyrinth; who with a mafterly
hand, have laid before the Tribunal of the Public
all his fallacies with great clearnefs and precifion ;
and (particularly. the anonymous author ahove
mentioned) with an elegant energy of Stile, and
irrefragable force of Argument have fully decided
the point in controverfy between them.

Had it been my good fortune to have feen thefe

excellent
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excellent performances before this meaner one of
mine had employed the prefs, I fhould not have
prefumed to obtrude upon the Public what muft
now appear in -a very inferior light.. But my obs«
fervations had principally a different obje& in
view; and the Refearches of Mr. H. were only a
collateral and cafual fubje& of inveftigation,

I drew the rough fketch of Africa annexed to
thefe obfervations, not pretending to Geographi-
cal accuracy, but merely with a view to fhew the
telative pofition of the feveral places to which
trequent reference is ‘made in" this lictle treatife -
thinking it might poffibly help to give a clearer
idea of the fituation of thofe Countries to the
readers, who might not be well acquainted with
the Geography ot that immenfe Continent. And
here, as in all other matters, I humbly hope that
the Merit of a good Intention will procure indul-
gence to the Demerits of the Perforhance,



